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Mahaska County History. 


RN ACT of the territorial legislature passed Feb. 5, 1844, provided for the organization of Mahaska county. Wm. Ed- 
mundson was appointed justice by Gov, Chainbers, thus giving him authority to administer the oath to the judges 
of election chosen by the officers appointed. The first election was held in April, 1844. Towa was not made a state till 
two years later, when Dec. 28, 1838, it was admitted to the Union, so the county is older than the state. The territory 
Bay ae occupied by Mahaska County isa part of the government purchase from the Sacs and Foxes in 1843 
eek When the settlers took possession May tst, of that year, the land was thickly populated with Indians. 

1 According to the purchase treaty, it was stipulated that they were to be removed from the territory at 

- le the expiration of three years at government expense. They lived up to the agreement and never molested 
the settlers. The location and name of the ‘‘seat of justice’ of the new county was decided May f4, 1844, by a commission com- 
posed of A. S. Nichols, Robert Curry and Wilson Stanley. They first named it Mahaska, the name of the county, but changed it to 
Oskaloosa. These musical names have much historic interest. Mahaska, meaning White Cloud, was one of the noted chiefs of the 
Inwas, who were crowded westward by the Sac and Fox tribes. The Ilowas came from what is now the upper peninsula of Michigan 
and were closely related to the Chippewas, Algonquins and Hurons, They were gradually obliterated as a tribe by intermarriage with 
surrounding tribes. The last time they were recognized as a separate tribe by the government, was in a treaty of 1830, Two years 
later they had become so disorganized that treaties for the cession of a part of their territory was made by the Sacs and Foxes. 

Mahaska was superior, mentally and physically. He was six feet two inches in height, straight as an arrow, of powerful build, 
and fearless. In 1824 he made a memorable visit to President Monroe in Washington. In 1534 he was killed by a band of assassins, 
the leader of which was executed by the tribe. His son Mahaska was then made chief of the Iowas. He too visited Washington in 
1837. Ouscaloosa was a Creek princess taken prisoner when a child by the Seminoles, in a battle in which her father and relatives 
were killed. Osceola, the great Seminole chief, made her his wife, giving her the Seminole name which tneans “the last of the 
beautiful.” 

In the county election of April, 1844, the following officers were elected; John White, probate judge; Wm. Edmundson, sheriff; 
Wm. Pilgrim, recorder; W. D. Canfield, treasurer; W. A. Delashmuitt, assessor; Brit Edwards, coroner; A. 5, Nichols, Wilson Stanley 
and Robert Curry, county commissioners; David Stump, surveyor; John W. Cunningham, commissioners’s clerk, There were about 
350 votes cast. The first court was held by Judge Joseph Williams, a federal judge, given local jurisdiction. Micajah T. Williams was 
his clerk, The first grand jury sat in the grass on the open prairie, July 18, 1844, and returned four indictments, one of which was 
against one of the commissioners, whom it charged with selling liquor to the Indians. 

The next winter a court house was built and the following summer a jail, humble structures which have been replaced with a 
handsome court house, a cut of which appears on another page, and a brick jail. The first school was opened in September, 1844, by 
Miss Lemira Hobbs, now the widow of Thos. G. Phillips, and one of the brightest old ladies in America, 

At this time the general opinion seemed to be that the county would not be thickly settled for a century at least, and the rapid 
development has been a constant surprise. Its wonderful deposits of coal have contributed largely to the rapid growth, which has 
also the advantages of rich farm lands. 

The city of Oskaloosa was chartered by the district court and the charter ratified by an election June 28, 1853, by a vote of forty- 
four totwo. At an election held later, Wm. T. Smith became mayor, Isaac Kalbach marshal, Wm. Loughridge clerk, and James 
Edgar treasurer. Mahaska county has ever been noted for its patriotism and loyalty to the government. In 14860 it cast 2,071 votes 
and in the four years following sent out 1,274 soldiers. It furnished two generals, E. W. and 5S. A. Rice, Captain John H, Warren, 
Major J. W. McMullen, Major J. F. Lacey, Major F. S. Palmer, Captain Marion Campbell, Captain Chas. Stanley, Captain C, 5. 
Wells, Captain J. M. Ball, Captain D, G Craigie, Captain C. P. Searle, Major 5. H. M. Byers, Captain J. A. Seevers, Colonel John 
Lofland, Captain Andrew J, Comstock, Captain Joshua B-Wells, Captain John P. Walker, Captain C. C. Prouty, Captain T. McIntosh, 
Captain John M. Baugh, Captain W. A. Rankin, Captain Henry Batterton, and almost companies of licutenantsand non-commissioned 
officers. The county was settled in early days by a fine class of industrious, intelligent citizens. Many were Friends of the old style. 
Consequently there has always been a healthy, moral tone to the community and a more than ordinary interest taken in education. 
Its schools and colleges are widely know and well attended. Because of this, and its beauty and improvements, Oskaloosa has become 
a favorite residence city and is growing rapidly in wealth and population. 


























SOME OLD-TIME PICTURES. 


No, 1. Old First National Bank Building. No. 2. View looking East across square in 1866. No. 3. East side of square showing the old Downing House in 
g 8 1 3 | g g 
center, No.4. Oskaloosa College before the trees were grown, No.5. West side of square several years ago. No.6. The Friends’ yearly meeting house 


before the trees were grown. No.7. View showing old Postothice during the war. No.8. North side of square years ago. 


EEL _PEKALe@ er". 


ROM raw prairie, Oskaloosa has developed, in fifty-four years into a city of 10,000, ‘Its growth has been steady, 
it never hada boom; but no year until 1893 has seen property worth less than the previous year. Even through 
the panic, since the first set-back, the value of the property has been appreciating steadily till in 1896 it com- 
G8 | mands as good a price as it ever did. Many causes have contributed to its solid growth. Mahaska county con- 
vp tains 576 square miles of rich, productive land. Scarcely a foot of it is not adaptable to agricultural purposes. These lands 
are occupied by industrious, frugal farmers who have carved from the raw prairie thousands of happy homes, raised their families, 
given their children good educations and left them in comfortable circumstances. The numerous crops have brought wealth to the 
country. 
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The wonderful, nigh inexhaustible, deposits of coal in Mahaska county brought millions to its commercial center, The offices of 
the coal mine operators are in Oskaloosa. It was favored by having good railroad facilities. It is the division of the lowa Central 
All freight and passenger trains are made up here, whether they go east, south, north or northwest. The Rock Island and Wabash 
both run through the city. It is the northern terminus of the Burlington & Western and its mines are located on the Chicago & North- 
western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul. 


The location of the city is a remarkably’good one. It is ona high table-land sloping in every direction from the limits of tbe city. 
The business streets are level, not too level for good drainage. It is healthy and well kept. Numerous industries, varied in character, 
have sprung up. There are three foundries, a bridge building factory, three hot water and steam heater factories, two building brick 
yards, a paving brick yard, two large steam flour and feed mills, a planing mill and sash and door factory, a harness factory, five cigar 
factories, two large candy factories, marble and granite shop, a furniture factory, bicycle factory, wagon factory, numerous machine 
shops and other manufacturing enterprises of importance. There are several stock shipping yards, an elevator and an egg packing 
house located here. There are numerous wholesale and jobbing houses in various lines. 


The city is lighted by both gas of a superior quality and electric lights, incandescent and arc systems. The electrical! plant also 
furnishes power day and night. The city has good water and sewer systems on which considerable money is spent annually in improve- 
ments and additions. There is a street railway over which will soon be run electric cars. Two telephone systems are in most success- 
ful operation. The Western Union has a good wire here. The Adams and United States express companies have lines to the city, 
There are two first-class hotels. The city has free delivery. Twelve churches inyite the stranger to their doors, several of them are 
very fine edifices. 


There are seven or eight miles of brick paved streets and most of the walks of the city are of cement, brick or stone. Grand shade 
trees line the streets and the well kept lawns and handsome residences have gained for it the reputation of the handsomest city in lowa_ 


The excellent railroad facilities and cheap fuel are attractive to manufacturers and the city is now the final objective point of 
several such institutions. One is a pants factory lately in operation in an Illinois city, There is an excellent layer of potter's clay 
close to the surface and there are several potteries longing for the location. Mahaska county has the finest of brick and tiling clay 
and numerous good stone quarries. In the near future the Iowa Central will run a line west to Des Moines. When that is accom- 
plished its eastern line running from Oskaloosa and Peoria will be connected with the Big Four, and at Des Moines with the Des 
Moines & Kansas City, making a through line from New York to Kansas. Oskaloosa will be a divisional point and will have the head- 
quarters of the Iowa Central. The Burlington & Western will be extended west to Des Moines and the northwest part of the state. 
The southern part of Mahaska county is a net work of roads, branches, side tracks and spurs, reaching for the grain and coal business 
of the county. With all these natural and commercial advantages and resources, Oskaloosa is in the van of prosperity. With the 
tidal wave of good times it will be swept into the first rank of Iowa cities. 


HON. JOHN F. LACEY 


U_S. Congressman, Sixth Iowa District 

















BYRON V. SEEVERS 


Mayor of Oskaloosa 














ROSTER OF CITY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS. 


City Officers. 


B. V. SEEVERS, Mayor. C. E. MONROE, Clerk. 

J. C. WILLIAMS, Solicitor. Ep. S. HOWARD, Treasurer. 

J. A. SHANNON, Engineer. A. L. STOLER, Marshal. 

L. P. STANTON, Street Com. A. P. BRANTNER, Side Walk Com. 


Members of the City Council. 


FIRST WARD—L. BAuNGART and J. W. LAFFOLLETT. 
SECOND WARD—H- E. HARRINGTON and N, R. HOOK. 
THIRD WARD~—J. P. SEIBERT and G. W. GODFREY. 
FOURTH WARD-—S.T. SLADE and R. F. FITCH. 
FIFTH WARD—C. WoopruFF and C, P. SIPEs. 


County Officers. 


L. M. HADLEY, Clerk of Court. M. D. BURKET, Auditor. 
MITCHEL WILSON, Treasurer. J. G. HARROLD, Recorder. 
Jas. CARROLL, County Attorney. C. W. WoopDRUFF, Coroner. 
N. CAVEN, Surveyor. T. J. PRICE, Sheriff. 


Miss FLORABEL PATTERSON, Superintendent of Schools. 
Board of County Supervisors. 


E. R. HATCHER, Indianapolis. S. DEKOCK, Pella. 
Wa. Martison, Oskaloosa. 
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The New Central M. E. Church 


This beautiful addition to the church architecture of Oskaloosa 
is one of the improvements to the city which our citizens point to 
with pride. It is about 88 x 110 feet and stands at the corner of 
North Market Street and A Avenue. 


October, 1895, and the value of the building and ground it occupies 


Its erection was begun in 
is $40,000. When the erection of a new church was decided on 
the following gentlemen were selected as the building committee: 
J. W. McMullen, chairman; W. H. Shaw, secretary; J. W. Ham- 
mond, treasurer; J. B. McCurdy, W. E. Kemble, Geo. H. Carlon, 
F. B. Davis and W. B. Hadley. This committee visited Marshall- 
town to inspect a church erected there which in style of architect- 
ure and arrangement suited the ideas of the people interested here 
and the contract for the building of the Central M. E. Church of 
Oskaloosa, which is almost an exact duplicate of the one at Mar- 
shalltown, was let to John R. Gier, and that gentlemen has carried 


out his contract to the letter. The superstructure is of Kasota, 
Minn., lime stone while the interior woodwork is of highly polished 
birch. The main portion of the church interior is separated from 
the rear portion by immense sliding doors, which, when they are 
shoved back, make one large auditorium capable of seating over 
1,200 persons. 

The church decorations are what are known as Florentine 
Arabesque and Rennaisance and are very elaborate and in harmony 
with the interior finish. The decorations are the work of contractor 
Wm. H. Johnson of Burlington, whose skill and good taste has 
brought about a very beautiful effect. The roof of the church is 
of slate, and the large pipe organ is the product of an Erie, Pa. 
The Central M. E. Church will be 


“a thing of Beauty and a Joy Forever’? to the people of this 


manufacturer and cost $2,500. 


community. 








NEW 9f.£. CHURCH OSKALOOSA 





The. Churches. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 


The Firs! Presbyterian Church was organized Feb- 
ruary 21, 1845 bv Rev. Samuel Cowles, a missionary 
under care ot the Presbyterian Church. The following 
were charler members: James Conner, Rachel Conner, 
Jane Thompson, Wm. Bovell, Rachel Bovell, Stephen 
Shelladav, Elizabeth Shelladay and Sarah A. Shella- 
day. James Conner was elected and ordained the first 
ruling elder, Rev. Solomon Cowles remained with 
the Church five years; then it was supplied with 
preaching by Revs McCombs, Williamson, Pratt, 
Mason and McCune for two years. In February, 1852, 
Rev. Geo M Swan was installed as the first pastor 
and continued in that capacity for two years. During 
his pastorate they built their first Church, on the cor- 
ner of Second Avenue and Third street, which they 
occupied until August, 1851, when they sold it to the 
Baptist Church. 

In June, 1855, Rev. Irwin Carson became pastor, re- 
maining three years; then for three years the Church 
was supplied by the following ministers: Rev W. M, 
Steyker, Rev H A. Barclay, and Rev. Irwin Carson. 
Then came Rev. Silas Johnson as pastor for five years, 
then Rev. D. H Mitchell for two years then Rey. S.C. 
McCune for four years, and then Rev. H S Snodgrass 
remaining for five years. He was succeeded in the 
year 1879 by the present popular minister, whose 
pastorate covers a period ol nearly eighteen years. 

It was during his pastorate, in the year 1582, that the 
present Church was built, located on ihe corner of First 
Avenue and Second Street, at a cost of $17,000.00, and 
to the efforts of Rev. Baugh, the present beautiful 
structure as well us the good influence and 
standing of the Church with its membership of 255. 


is largely due. In the vear just passed they have pur- 
chased and placed in the Church a very beautiful Pipe 
Organ. 

The present officers are: Pastor, Rev. John M. 
Baugh; Ruling Elders, A. M. Rodgers. David Robert- 
son, Jesse Funk, C. C. McIntyre, Neri Ogden, W. W. 
Eby, John D. Byers and W. R. Cowan. 

Board of Trustees: A.P. Spencer, Wm. Stephenson, 
W. R. Cowan, Chas. E, Lofland and H.C. Klingman. 

The Church having passed her semi-centennial 
gives promise of still greater strength and usetulness 
as she goes on to her centennial period. 


ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


The history of St James Church is the verification 
of that truth in religious as well as secular institutions, 
that frequent changes in administration is detrimental 
to prosperity. This is the case in every Church in 
Oskaloosa where the pastors were restless and the 
congregation likewise. The frequent changes of the 
Methodist pastors are not ot this character, because 
the pastorate is not vacant. only that another man 
takes up the work. St. James Church has suffered 
more from this effect than any other church in town. 
Save the Rev. Mr. Kemp and the much loved Allen 
Judd, no rector remained long enough to make an im- 
pression upon the community and congregation, until 
the present rector took charge of affairs. Since then its 
increase of communicants and congregation has been 
marvelous. The old building has been moved to the 
rear end of the Jot tomake room for a large and churchly 
building to be erected in the near future.. This, with 
its Sunday School building will give the Episcopal 
people a plant as well fitted for their use as any other 
Church in town. 

The Ladies Aid Society was organized in 1868, show- 
ing that every start for good comes from our good 
women. The Rev. T. B. Kemp was rector. From 
that time on the changes in administration were fre- 
quent with above mentioned results. The Rev. Allen 
Judd was rector for several years, in which time he did 
great things for the Church and Christ's Kingdom and 


became universally loved; when again we have a series 
of short pastorates with none but evil results. Itis 
true of priests as of people, that a rolling stone gathers 
no moss. 

The present Officers are as follows: 

Charles H. Bohn. Rector; R. J. Ervin, Senlor War- 
den; MA. Bennett, Junior Warden; Charles Huber, 
Treasurer: Sam. T. Slade, Collector; Benjamin Wight- 
man, John A. Kalbach, N. P. Herrington. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 


The United Presbyterian congregation of Oskaloosa 
was organized about 1845, at the home of Mr. P, H. 
Loughridge, four miles east of Oskaloosa. | But the 
church building was erected in Oskaloosa about 1852. 
Rev. Fee was the first pastor, followed in 1858 by Rev 
R A. McAyeal, who continued as pastor for twenty- 
two years. Then followed Rev. W. A. Spaulding, Rev. 
J.C. Calhoun, Rev. O. L. Morrow and Rev. Wm. 
McKirahan. At present we are without a pastor. In 
1868 the old brick Church on East High Street was 
sold and the present site on the corner of Second Ave- 
nue and Fourth Street was procured, on which a brick 
building was erected. This was in 1893, during the 
pastorate of Rev. Wm. McKirahan, entirely re- 
modeled and modernized and it is today an ornament 
tothe city. The present membership is about one 
hundred and seventy-five. The Officers are as follows: 
Session, J. B. Clayworth, J. A. Proudfit. James 
Loughridge, Wm. Burnside and Geo, Gilchrist, the 
latter is clerk of the Session. Trustees are J, P. Mc-t 
Crea, W. S. Martin, James Loughridge. Geo. Gilchris 
is chairman of the congregation, Mrs. Laura Gilchrist, 
Secretary and R. H. Burnside, Treasurer. K, K, Kem- 
ble, Sabbath School Superintendent. 

The congregation is well organized for work having 
a Women's Missionary Society, Junlor Missionary, 
Mission Band, Young People’s Christian Union, and a 
Mission Sabbath School superintended by Mrs. Wm. 
McKirahan. The congregation is in a flourishing con- 
dition and is recognized as a power for great good In 
the city. 








Wa. H. JOHNSON, 


Contractor Decorating New 
M. E. Church 
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JOHN R. GIER, 
Contractor for New M. E. Church 


Methodist Episcopal Church 


The history of the Methodist Episcopal Church Society of 
Oskaloosa dates back to the fall of 1844, when a class was 
organized here by Rev. A. W. Thompson. The first meetings 
were held in private houses, and later in the court house until 
1853, when a small brick building was erected, which was enlarged 
in 1857, and again in 1865. In 1868 the congregation numbered 
ovet five hundred. At that time the church was divided and the 
Simpson Methodist Episcopal church was organized, and two years 
later the church building known by that name was erected at a 
cost of$20,000. The separate church organizations were continued 
until 1895, when they were again united, and the grand enterprise 
of erecting the present handsome edifice was undertaken, An illus- 
tration and description of the new church will be foundon another 
page. As in every community which it reaches, the M. E, church 
has become a tower of strength in Oskaloosa, and numbers among 
its congregation some of the foremost people of the city. The 
following is a roster of the present church organization: 

M. BamForp, Pastor. 

Locar Preacuers. E. H. Waring, D. D. Downs, A J. Good 

Trustees. J. W. McMullin, G. H. Carlon, J. B. McCurdy, 
S. W. Jones, S. W. Clark, W. E. Kemble, W. B. Hadley, Geo. 
H. Ramsey, C. B. West. 

Stewarps. W.H. Shaw, S. E. Barnhart, F. B. Davis, Z. 
Hadley, R. P. Bacon, Mrs. J. W. Bacon, J, W. Hinesley, R. A. 
Bennett, J]. W. Hammond, Mrs. P. E. Barnard, G. W. Shockley, 
C. E. Todd, Mrs. M. Glover. 

Crass Leapers. Joseph Burdock, William Crosson, B. D. 
Downs, Thomas Martin, Mrs. M F. Haynes, Kate McCarty, G. H. 
Carlon, John Pendray, C. Hadley, Mrs. J. G. Turner, R. Nash, 
Mrs. W. H. Cunningham, Oran Elliott, T. R. Targart, Mrs. A. F. 
Barnhart, L. T. Shangle, Mrs, L. F. Page, Mrs. E. Larkin, Mrs. 
Emma Smith, A. J. Good, Martha Riley. 


First Congregational Church 

The First Congregational Church of Oskaloosa was organized 
October 24, 1844, Revs. J. A. Read and B. A. Spaulding officiating 
at the organization. James Seevers and wife, Wm. Bovell and 
wife, Henry Temple and Mrs. Jane Wilkinson were the charter 
members. The first house of worship was built on the corner of 
Second Avenue and A Street. It was 30x50, and built of native 
timber. The house was completed and dedicated July 24, 1857. 

In 1878 the house was moved to the rear of the lot, raised 
and covered with brick, at an expense of $2,200. In 1889 a new 
building was erected, joined to the old, so that both are used as 


one church. Within and without it is a model edifice, containing 
a fine audience room of 43x68 feet, Sunday schoo! room, parlor, 
kitchen, etc. In the suuth end of the church there is a fine 
memorial window of Rev. Asa Turner, the pioneer of Congrega- 
tionalism in Iowa. The seating capacity is 600; The cost of the 
new building was $8,000. In April, 1895, Mr. and Mrs. H. L. 
Spencer made the church a present of a beautiful pipe organ, built 
in Westfield, Mass. The present value of the church property is 
about $15,000; membership, 274, Present officers are: 

Rev. We. L. Bray,’ Pastor. 
Coburn, Robert Taylor, John Cowan. Sunday School Superinten- 
dent: H. S, Howard. Trustees: E. Shinkle, S. P. Hawkins, E. 
B. Beaudry, J. W. Herron and Geo, Lafferty, Treasurer: H. 5. 
Howard. Pastoral Committee: The Pastor, Deacons, Superin- 
tendent of Sunday School, and Mesdames Hannah Turner, Mary 
Spencer and Lucy Gibbs. Clerk: R. L. Turner. 


The Church of Christ 


On the twenty-fifth day of March, 1846, twelve disciples of 
Christ met tagether in a log house, owned by Robert (Gaston, and 
organized the Oskaloosa Church of Christ. The following are the 
names of these disciples: Joseph 1B. Royal, Louisa Royal, ©, G 
Owen, E C. Owen, Matthew: Edmondson, Margaret Edmondson, 
Robt. McConnell, Nancy McConnell, Matilda McConnell, Eliza Mc- 
Connell, Robert Gaston and Catherine Gaston, The first preacher 
called to labor for the congregation was H. H. Hendryx, who 
conducted services in the Court House for some time. In June, 
1834, the first church house was dedicated, The congregation 
worshipped in this church till 1893, when the new stone church 
was completed. The following preachers have served the church 
as regular pastors: H H, Hendryx. Aaron Chatterton, J. B. Noe, 
B, W. Johnson, D. R. Dungan, Elijah Goodwin, R. H, Johnson, A. 
M. Haggard, D. A. Wickizer and G. A. Ragan. Other prominent 
men have preached for the church while teaching in Oskaloosa 
College, among whom are G, T. Carpenter, G. H. Laughlin, J. A. 
Beattie and J. M. Atwater. The present board of officers consists 
of the following brethren: 

Gro. A. RAGAN, Preacher, Elders: M. Hedge, |. M. Atwater, 
George McClure, A. M. Haggard and G. A. Ragan. Deacons: J. 
C. Sellers, O, P. Hedge, Thos. Soseman, C. M. Porter, C. F. 
Foehlinger, R. H. Bacon, J. A. Hellings, A- Roe, M.S, Frieman, 
W. H. Warinner, W. W. Sprague and J. W. Garrett. Deaconesses: 
Mrs. Ben McCoy, Mrs. J, H. Leathers and Mrs. W, H. Shaw. 
President of Board: M. Hedge. Secretary; W. H, \Warinner. 
Treasurer: |. W. Garrett. 





Oskaloosa City Schools. 


Board of Education, 1896-97. 

GEORGE W. GODFREY, President. 
H. S HOWARD, Treasurer. 
I. W. COOK, Secretary. 

ALBERT W. SWALM. 

GEORGE W. SHOCKLEY. 

W. B. HADLEY. 

JOHN R. BARNES. 

EDWIN PERRY. 


City Superintenient. 
ORION C. SCOTT. 


Principals of Schools. 


Mr. O. E. DIXON. High and Whittier School. 
Mr. P. L KINDIG, Lincoln School. 

MR. MILO HUNT, Jefferson School. 

MR. CHAS. A. KENT, Webster School. 

Mr. A. L. COMSTOCK, Grant School. 


Supervisors. 


MISS MAY CHILLSON, Kindergartens. 
MR. WILLIAM SOLOMON, Music. 


The first school in Oskaloosa was held during the 
winter of 1844-45, in the house of A. G. Phillips, Mr. 
Samuel Caldwell was teacher. 

The second school was conducted by James Johnson 
in the summer of 1845, in the house of Levi Smith. 
The third school immediately fallowed the second and 
was held for three months, during the fall, in a log 
cabin, Miss S. E. Hobbs, now Mrs. T. G- Phillips, be- 
ing the teacher. The fourth school was held during the 
following winter in John Cameron's house, by Mr. N. 
Bonham. The first school house was called ‘Green 
Castle’: on account of its massive proportions, and be- 
ing painted a very brilliant green color The first per- 
son who taught in said ‘'Green Castle” was a man by 
the name of Hurst. ‘*Green Castle’ was located north- 
west of the square and was erectedin 1848. Mr. Hurst 
afterward in 1850, taught in the Cumberland Presby- 
terian church, or at least gave an exhibition in said 
church, whereat the tragedy of ‘'William Tell” was 
acted. The first public school paid for. wholly or in 
part from public money, was opened on the 23d of Jan- 
uary, 1855. In 1854, Gospel Ridge building, a two 


story brick, was erected near the spot where now stands 
two fine residences, two and one-half blocks east of the 
court house on High avenue. Ihe town was growing 
rapidly about this time, and in 1857 the Normal School 
building was purchased. It still stands, two blocks 
north of the Narrow Gauge station. Mr. James M. 
Loughridge was then principal of the schools. In 1359 
the Independent School District of Oskaloosa was 
formed, with Mr. H. Howard and Mr. J. Byers among 
the officers and members of the School Board. The 
schools were first graded in 1864 and a course of study 
adopted, Mr. Joseph McCarty being superintendent. 


The High School. 


It is located temporarily in Whittier building Bonds 
were voted by the electors July 2, 1896, for a $30,000 
High School building. Plans were adopted and the 
contract let. 

THE CORPS OF INSTRUCTORS. 

Mr. Oliver E. Dixon, Principal, Geometry and 
Physics. ; 

Miss Mae J. Evans, English and Literature. 

Miss Eda M. Haskell, Latin and History. 

Miss Marion Ross, Natural Sciences. 

Mrs. Isora L. Carver, Arithmetic and Algebra. 

Miss Viola Hinkle, History and Civics. ; 

Miss Adalyn L. Seevers, Latin and Commercial 
Study 
Mr. William Solomon, Music. 

Mr. Orion C. Scott, Didactics. 

ENROLLMENT. 
Yrs. End’g in June. 1876 1880 1885 1891 1892 1893 rhgy 1895 1596 
Boy8.-.22---<----c:=- 15 32 67 Gh G2 $2 53 70 
Girls. 2.2.44 --<-- $5 62 97 130 122 I2y ros 128 159 


Total _--.--------- 60 95 164 195 184 176 161 198 237 

The enrollment for September, the first month of this 
year, is 228. 

The graduates of last year numbered 8 boys and 24 
girls—total 32. 

The total number of graduates to date are 130 boys 
and 353 girls—total 483. The average age of graduates 
is 18 years and 7 months. 

The Courses of Study includes the English Course, 
the Business Course, the Latin Course and the Science 
Course. 


Lincoln School 


is located in First ward and was erected in 1876. Then 
the Normal School building was sold tor a residence 
property. The teachers in this school are: 


Mr. P. L. Kindig, Principal. 
Miss Alcina Andrews, 


Miss Ozella Terrell. 

Miss Dora White. 

Miss Lou J, Hawkins. 

Miss Fannie B. Parks. 

Mrs. Laura Gilchrist. 

Miss Lillian Whitacre, Kindergarten. 


Jefferson School 


is located in Second ward. This building was erected 
in 1869. Major Downing and Mr. Joseph Kelley were 
enthusiastic advocates and worked hard for this new 
building. The teachers in this building are: 

Mr. Milo Hunt, Principal. v 

Miss Floy Crickett. 

Miss Hattie Douglas, 

Miss Mary A. England. 

Miss Eloise Colman. 

Miss Grace M. Rowe. 

Miss Ella L. Green. 

Miss Lessie B. Cheesman. 

Miss Carrie Shane, 

Miss Hattie L. Searle. 

Mrs. Lizzie B. Washburn. 

Miss Carrie B. Noble. Kindergarten, 

Webster School 


is in Third ward and was erected in 1882, It is one of 
the handsomest buildings. The teachers are: 


Mr. Chas, A. Kent, Principal. 

Miss Nannie Bingamon. 

Miss Clara Haynes. 

Mrs. Lida Shana. 

Miss Katie E. Palmer. 

Miss Martha P. Bryan, Kindergarten. 


Grant School 


The building is on the same architectural plan as 
Lincoln schonl and was erected the same year, 1876. 
It took the place of Gospel Ridge school building which 
was torn down. The teachers in this school are: 


Mr. A. L. Comstock, Principal. 
Miss Katherine Guon. 

Miss Mary Dobyns. 

Miss Fannie R. Jones. 

Miss Alice M. Warrington. 

Miss Edna Gunn. 

Miss Lura E. Wright. 

Miss Lucile M. Ryan, Kindergarten, 


Whittier School. 


This building erected in 1892, is the temporary home 
of the High school. It has also two primary rooms, 
The teachers are Misses Nellie Barr and Kate Whitacre. 
The Kindergarten occupies the store room adjoining the 
North End grocery on north C, street. Miss Maud 
White is in charge. 


PRINCIPALS OF OSKALOOSA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 





MILO HUNT, WILLIAM SOLOMON, ORION C. SCOTT, A. L. COMSTOCK, Pp. L. KINDIG, 
Principal Jefferson School Supervisor of Music City Superintendent Principal Grant School Principal Lincoln School 
MISS MAY E. CHILLSON, OLIVER E. DIXON, CHARLES A. KENT 


Supervisor of Kindergarten Principal of High School Principal Webster School 


Penn College 


URING the first half of this century two streams of emigration, one of thrifty and enter- 
prising New Englanders, the other of liberty-loving Carolinians and Virginians, found 
homes and fellowship on the broad and fertile prairies of the northwest. Those 

i | pioneer Friends, firm in the faith of their fathers, knowing the priceless value of an 


education, sought by all available means to foster society schools, In 1863 lowa Yearly 

Meeting was established, and almost simultaneously Spring Creek Boarding Schoo] 

was opened for students. In 1872 Penn College was founded, The design of its found- 

ers was to establish a true Christian college, which should ‘‘serve God in the Society of 
Friends.’’ There has been a fervent desire to maintain a high standard of scholarship, and at 
the same time a continual prayer that the institution might be pervaded by the Spirit of Christ. 
With these noble ends in view, breadth, thoroughness and impartial research have characterized 
all the departments of instruction. The most important elements of undergraduate education have 
been arranged in four complete courses of four years each, leading to the Bachelor's degree. Bach- 
elors are admitted to the Master's degree only on merit, as shown by a thesis and examination 
after one year’s resident graduate work, or three years’ work én absentia. The Preparatory Course 
covers three full years beyond the common school branches. It embraces considerably more than 
is required for first rank by the state committee on colleges. Recently the president of a leading 
college said that Penn College had the finest course of study of any college in Iowa. All members 
of the faculty are specialists in their respective lines, having spent years in preparation for their 
responsible places. They are zealous in training the minds of the undeveloped but courageous 
youth of the west to cleanness of thought and right conceptions of truth. The chemical, biological 
and physical laboratories are supplied with modern appointments, enabling students to pursue 
scientific studies by the latest and most improved methods. Extensive beginnings have been made 
in the direction of good working libraries and cabinets of natural history. The college Y. M. C. A. 
continues to maintain its high grade lecture course at the college. 

A true Christian culture is one of the cardinal points of the college. This is promoted by the 
regular meetings for worship on Sabbath mornings, by almost daily prayer meetings, by the Young 
Men's and Young Women’s Christian Associations, by the College Missionary Society, and weekly 
recitations in the Scriptures. The Biblical Department is a powerful factor in laying the foundation 
ee life study of the Bible and an abiding consecration to Christ under the guidance of the Holy 

piit. 

At the recent session of Kansas Yearly Meeting of Friends, with a membership of over 10,000, 
they made Penn their official College. This will help to very materially increase the attendance. 
a6 a catalogue, address President A. Rosenberger or M. Z, Kirk, Business Manager, Oskaloosa, 
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College Building. 
Chapel. 
President's Residence. 
East Hall 
South Hall. 
ABSOLOM ROSENBERGER, 
Psychology and Ethigs. 
MAHLON Z. KIRK: 
Business Managet 
DILLON STALKER, 
President of College Board 
1, W. COOK, 
Secretary of College Board, 
CYRUS BEEDE, 
Treasurer of College Board, 
ROSA E. LEWIS, 
English Literature. 
STEPHEN M. HADLEY," 
Mathematics and Astronomy 
WILLIAM L. PEARSON, 
Biblical Literature and Exegesis 
H. EDWIN MCGREW, 
Prin. Preparatory and Bus. Dep't. 
CHAS. L. MICHENER, 
Greek and Latin. 
M. GERTRUDE WINDLE, 
Drawing and Painting. 
MARGARET BAKER, 
Elocution,. 
WILLIAM S, WINDLE, 
Biology and Chemistry 
ELMER H. GIFFORD, 
Physics. 
JNO. B, MILLER, 
Piano and Voice. 
MRS. LEWIS CONNER, 
Mandolin and Guitar. 
PAULINE WIES, 
Modern Languages. 
BENJ. H. MCGREW, 
History and Economics, 
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Hon. John F. Lacey 
pee F. LACEY was born in West Virginia in 1841. 


The 
family removed to Oskaloosa in 1855. He received an 
academic education and begun the study of law in the office 

of Samuel A. Rice, then Attorney General of the State of Iowa. 

In the year 1861 he was the fifth man to enlist from Mahaska 

county, going out in Co. H, Third Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He 

was made a Corporal and soon after was captured and paroled 

In 1862 he was exchanged and re-enlisted in Co. D, Thirty-Third 

Iowa, under Col. S. A. Rice. He was soon promoted Sergeant 

Major of the regiment, and in 1863 was commisioned First Lieu- 

tenant of Co. C, and served as regimental Adjutant. After Rice’s 

promotion to Brigadier General he remained on his staff. He was 
then assigned to the staff of General Steele as Assistant Adjutant 

General with the rank of Captain. He was brevetted Major for 

gallant service in the siege of Mobile. He was in many battles, 

and though never wounded, he had a horse killed under him by a 

shell at the battle of Prairie D, Anne, Ark. On his return to Os- 

kaloosa he was admitted to the bar, and has built up a fine prac- 
tice. He published a railway digest which is conceded the best, 
containing over 25,000 cases, and involving a vast amount of 
patient labor. In i869 he was elected a representative to the 


Thirteenth General Assembly of Iowa. In 1879 he was elected 
city solicitor of Oskaloosa, and served a term on the city council. 
In 1888 he was nominated for Congress, in opposition to Weaver, 
in the Sixth district. Weaver and Lacey held joint discussions 
through the district and won a majority of 828 from that skillful 
campaigner. In 1890 Lacey was beaten by Fred E. White, who 
got a fusion nomination. In 1892 he was pitted against White 
and was elected by 1175. In that Congress he was at the head 
of the public lands and invalid pension committees. In 1894 he 
was re-elected by a big majority and in 1896 by his usual large 
majority. 


The Magnolia Hotel 
Mrs. E. Matthews, Prop., 210 E. Fourth Street 

One of the best hotels, or rather, boarding houses, in the city 
is conducted by Mrs. Matthews at the address named above. It 
is located in the residence district of the city and is a select and 
convenient place to stop. Parties coming to the city to remain 
some time can secure first-class accommodations and good board 
at this hotel. The illustration of the house which appears else- 
where will indicate that it is a pleasant and home-like habitation. 
Special rates are made to those who wish to board here any great 
length of time. 





Seevers.#Mfg..#Co. 


ANUFACTURING enterprises are 
worth more to any city than any 
other class of enterprises and for 





this reason they are always wel- 
comed with open arms by wide-a-wake localities, 
One of the most extensive and broad-gauge con- 
cerns of Oskaloosa is the Seevers Manufacturing 
Company, of which Mr. Thomas Seevers is the 
head. 

Herewith are two illustrations which will con- 
vey some idea of what the plant of this company 
is like. The building of iron and steel bridges 
forms the principal part of this concern’s business 
and during its career it has gained a reputation 
second to none for reliable work in this line. 
The building of boilers, steam and hot water 
heating apparatus, is also a big factor in their 
business, and among the products of this depart- 
ment are several valuable patented appliances of 
Mr, Seever's own invention. During its busy 
season this company furnishes employment to a 
large number of men. 

Thomas Seevers is not only one of Oskaloosa’s 
solid business men, but is also one of her native 
citizens, having been born here in 1848. He re- 
ceived his education and was raised here. and 
followed the bent of his talents and liking by 
learning thoroughly the business in which he is 
now engaged. In 1867 he bought out an old 
fourdry, and the present extensive establishment 
is the result of his energy and business ability in 
building up from a small start, a large and suc- 
cessful company. He is a man that takes great 
interest in Oskaloosa and is the owner of a hand- 
some residence on West High Avenue, which is 
illustrated on another page. 
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The Literature Club 


By Mrs. Emma Yarnall Ross 


HE LADIES Literature Club of Oskaloosa was organized 
and held its first session January 5, 1882. Mrs. M. G. 
Davenport was elected president, being succeeded by Mrs. 
Laura M. Seevers, who has retained the position to the 

present time. Mrs. Mary Weeks was chosen secretary, and 
remained in that capacity until she removed from the city. During 
twelve of the fifteen years of its existence the club has met at the 
home of the president. Of the charter members but one, Mrs. 
Seevers, remains. The aggregate membership has been fifty; the 
average membership ten. 

Four have been with the club as associate workers long since 
who are now ‘‘lost awhile.’ Mrs. Dr. Nugent, Mrs. Estella Jack- 
son, Mrs. J. C. Cooms and the beloved and honored Mrs. M. T. 
Williams. The present members of the club are: Mrs. Laura M. 
Seevers, Mrs. Antha Clift Buxton, Mrs. Jennie McIntyre, Miss 
Leoni McMillen, Mrs. Mary Louise Seevers, Mrs. Lottie Page, Mrs. 
Jozelle W. Blanchard, Miss Rose Frankel, Mrs. Gertrude Windle, 
Mrs. Emma Y. Ross, Mrs. Marcella McCurdy and Mrs. Eliza 
Johnson. The club has pursued the following courses of study: 
The regular Chautauqua course, requiring four years; a course of 
reading from Shakespeare, Emerson, Ruskin and Carlisle. One 
year was given to Draper's Intellectual Development of Europe. 
In the Chautauqua post graduate courses the Ladies’ Literature 
Club has taken a three years’ course in English History and Litera- 
ture, a two years’ course in American History and Literature, 
with a special course in Hawthorne; two years in the post 
graduate course, the History and Philosophy of Art, and are about 
to devote one year to the study of French Art, under the auspices 
of the Central Art Association of America. In pursuing these 
studies several of the ladies have done thorough outside work in 
branches bearing on the club work, namely in the study of 
Shakespeare, in English literature, in Biblical literature and in 
practical art. 

During these fifteen years of association the ladies of the 
Literature Club have walked in ‘goodly company. Shakespeare, 


in the delineation of character, has discoursed to them of the 
sorrows of Lear, the ambition of Macbeth, the moody madness of 
Hamlet, the jealousy of Othello, and the love and folly of Antony. 
With Emerson as a guide the ethics of philosophy have been 
entered into, while Ruskin, the prince of critics, has, with his Seven 
Lamps, opened to their eyes the true interpretation of architecture. 
Carlyle has talked to them of the Hero, as Divinity, as Prophet, 
as Poet, as Priest, as Man of Letters and as King. He has 
presented to their view a grand galaxy of bright stars in the 
literary firmament, and told them of the signs of the times, 
Draper has discoursed to them of the Government of Nature 
by Law; of the Ethnology of Europe; of the Greek age of in- 
quiry, of faith; of reason and of intellectual decrepitude. With 
Green they have followed the history of the English people from 
the time of the older England on the banks of the Elbe and Tuesser 
in the fifth century, down to the glories of the the Victorian era. 
And with Ward have studied the crude and fantastic epic of 
Beowulf, the quaint conceits of the Canterbury Tales, and in the 
Faerie Queen have seen the mysticism of the middle ages con- 
fronted by the freedom of thought in the Revival of Letters, while 
the Utopia and the Novum Organum have occupied time and 
thought. Inthe company of Fiske, Thwaites, Schurz, Tyler, and 
Schauler, they have followed the history of our own nation. 
With Goodyear and Lubke they have studied the evolution of art 
from the days of the Ptolemies to its perfect portrayal in the 
architecture and sculpture of Greece. Taine has lectured to them 
of the art of Greece, of Italy, of the Netherlands, while Lessing, in 
his famous essay on Laocoon, has defined the limits of poetry and 
art. The Ladies’ Literature Club do not endorse the sentiment of 
Solomon, that study is a weariness, 
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Mrs. MARY LOUISE SEEVERS 
Mrs. JENNIE MCINTYRE Miss LEONI MCMILLEN 
Mrs. M. T. WILLIAMS Mrs. EMMA YARNALL Ross Mrs. ANTHA CLIFT BUXTON Mrs. REY. J. M. BAUGH 


(Deceased) Mrs. LAURA M. SEEVERS, Pres. Mrs. LOTTIE PAGE 
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Most prpminent among the business 
interests of the city is this complete 
and extensive establishment, Theodore 
Kent Smith, the founder of this busi- 
ness was born at Schuyler Falls, N. Y., 
June 13, 1826. He was educated in 
his native state, and at the age of four- 
teen commenced to learn the jewelry 
business. In May, 1861, he came to 
Oskaloosa and established the business 
which now bears his name. Upon his 
death March 2, 1893, his two children, 
Mr. Louis E. Smith and Mrs. Clara 
Smith DeVore, assumed the manage- 
ment, and have since successfully con- 
ducted it. The business has steadily 
prospered. The repair department 
is second to none in the state. Their 
watch repair rack, illustrated herewith, 
is said to be one of the largest in the 
state. They furnished the $1,200 of 
diamonds and medals for the Oska- 
loosa bicycle meet, September, 1895, 
the prizes for the meet in 1896, and 
the state medals for the 1896 state 
meet at Cedar Rapids, Iowa; the high 
school class emblems and souvenirs 
for several years, besides the emblems 
for secret societies, etc ; also the fine 
prize cup and medal given in the ten 
mile Oskaloosa road race of the sum- 
mer of 1896, 
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in 1866. The stock was sold to Weeks & Stewart some 

time later and a fire destroyed the building and stock. A 
new building was erected and a new stock put in and the business 
continued by Mrs. Abraham until her death, in 1890. After the 
probation of the estate the management was assumed by Fred 
Abraham. His sister, Mrs. Fred E. Green, has a large interest in 
the firm. They carry a fine stock of dry goods and millinery and 
follow closely their motto: ‘Always the Cheapest.” Their Milli- 
nery department is under the able management of Mrs. Fred 
Glass. 


J hie: dry goods firm of A. M. Abraham & Co. was established 


Huber & Kalbach Company 


The well known firm of Huber & Kalbach Company, whole- 
sale hardware dealers, is one of the best established in the state 
and does the most extensive business in southeastern Iowa. The 
main building ofthe firm is situated on the northwest corner of the 
square, corner of High Avenue and First Street, and contains four 
floors 40 x120. Across the alley, in the rear of the main structure, 
is the warehouse, 40x 120 in dimensions and consisting of two floors. 

The company was incorporated and established in 1886. The 
firm, consisting of Charles Huber, Will H. Kalbach and S. R. 
Miles, all of whom are connected with various enterprises in the 
city and are leading lights in several philanthropic institutions. 
The business has grown steadily since its incorporation, and today 
ranks as one of the leading and substantial business houses of the 
state. They have recently contracted for the building of a large 
brick warehouse to occupy the site of their present one. 


Oskaloosa Steam Laundry. 


This excellent establishment is conducted by Messrs. Hoff- 
mann & Seevers, who began business in 1885. No laundry in 
Iowa does better work or is conducted on sounder business princi- 
ples. The building is located at 221 North Market Street and is 
of brick, 20 x 80 feet. The basement contains their boiler, engine, 
supply and workshop. The first floor is given to office room, sort- 
ing and packing room, delivery department and wash room in the 
rear, where four washers are kept steadily running. Three of these 


are 125-shirt capacity machines and one of 150-shirt capacity. 
From the wash room goods are hoisted by elevator to the second 
floor where is the dry room, starching room and entire ironing de- 
partment. In the ironing room are two bosom ironers, one collar 
and cuff machine, neck band ironer, waist band ironer, body ironer, 
puff sleeve ironer, finishing machine, collar and cuff shaper, etc., 
arranged so that goods are kept moving in a ciccle from dry room 
to folding table with the least possible delay. Promptness and 
first class work are the guiding mottoes of this laundry and they 
command the cream of the patronage of this community and near 
by towns. 


Baldauf's 

The premier dry goods, carpet and millinery house of Oska- 
loosa is readily recognized whenever the name of Baldauf is seen 
or mentioned. What Marshal Field is to Chicago, Baldanf is to 
Oskaloosa and Mahaska county. It is over twenty-six years since 
Sam Baldauf started here a small dry goods store, and from that 
has grown the present palatial establishment known as “ Baldauf's” 
The store is located at the northwest corner of the public square 
and is an imposing red brick affair, 50 x 120 feet, two stories high, 
and an immense basement, making in all 18,000 square feet of 
floor space, every inch of which is devoted to the business, and 
much more could be readily utilized if it were to be found within 
the present structure. The large plate glass show windows are 
one of the attractions of the city, and the displays made in them 
are the most unique which can be produced. The stock carried 
in all the various lines is one of the largest in the state, in fact, 
Baldauf has a wide reputation among the trade. The annual sales 
amount to over $200,000 and are constantly increasing. 



































Oskaloosa College. 


This institution is situated on the west side of L street, three-fourths of a mile due west of the public square. It stands on a 
beautiful campus, the ground sloping eastward and westward from the college building. A fine grove of maples and evergreens adds 
to the beauty of the grounds. Three buildings of the college occupy these grounds, the main building, the ladies’ home and the presi- 
dent's home. The main building, standing on high ground and facing the east toward the city, presents a fine appearance. It isa 
large three story brick building, tastefully trimmed with stone. The president’s house is a neat, modern residence directly south of the 
college, facing east in line with First Avenue. On the southern border of the campus is the ladies’ home, where many of the college 
ladies room, The institution is made up of two departments, the Preparatory and Normal Department and the college proper. The 
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Preparatory Department fits students for the Freshman year, and also provides instruction in’ the Common School branches, in the 
Business branches and in the training of teachers. The course preparatory for college is three full years after the completion of the 
common English branches. There are four college courses; Classical, Scientific, Literary and Ministerial. These are all of equal 
length, each of them being seven years measuring from the beginning of the Preparatory. The institution is for ladies and gentlemen 
both and on equal terms in every respect. At this date (1896) the college is thirty-four years old, dating from the beginning of regular 
college work in the fall of 1862. But it is forty years since the institution was located at Oskaloosa by convention agreement in the 
fall of 1856. The financial crash of 1857 prevented an earlier opening of the college. Since that opening, a very large number of the 
present citizens of Oskaloosa and of southeast Iowa have been students in the institution. 





ABRAHAM & CO., 
Dry Goods and Millinery. 





HUBER & KALBACH CO., 
Wholesale and Retail Hardware. 


OSKALOOSA STEAM LAUNDRY, 


Oskaloosa Young Men’s Christian Association. 


Since the winter of 1866 there have been men in Oskaloosa with a keen interest 
in the Young Men’s Christian Association. For more than twenty years the Asso- 
ciation struggled, not always successfully, for a mere existence. At last, in July. 
1887, a new step was taken. A general secretary was called and reading rooms 
were opened in the Globe Block. A. F. N. Hambleton was the first President, and 
Walter M. Parsons the first General Secretary. C. H. Maxon followed Mr. Parsons. 
E. W. Heame became General Secretary in November,1894. The supervision of the 
work is entrusted to a Board of Directors made up of twelve active members. The 
present officers are Ralph H. Burnside, President, A. P. Spencer, Vice-President, |. 
W. Cook, Secretary, H. S. Howard, Treasurer, C. M. Porter, R. A. McPherring, O. 
C. Scott, Dr. L. A. Rodgers, 1. E. Deck, Dr. B. F. Andrews and M. Hedge. The 
work of the Association is carried on by an extensive system of committees. The 
work has widened until now there are 450 members. The year of 1896 will close 
with the Association free from al] debt: with library; evening class and lecture 
course for its members: with a vigorous boy’s department and many clubs for the 
study of special subjects. More room is needed in every department and the Asso- 
ciation looks forward hopefully to a day not far distant when it shall have a home 
of its own, suited to the varied needs of the work. 





GREEN & BENTLEY DRUG CO. 


Wholesale and Retail Druggists. 


a, 


YN the opposite page are three interior illustrations of the handsomest drug 
store in lowa. The original firm of Green & Bentley was established in 
1880, when F. E. Green and N. J. Bentley came to Oskaloosa from Griggs- 
ville, Ill, where they had been schoolmates together. Both were practical business 
A partnership was formed and they 
From the start their business 





men and thoroughly experienced in their line. 
purchased the drug business of H. L. Briggs & Co. 
grew rapidly and they were soon the leading drug firm of the city and have success- 
fully maintained that lead ever since. About four years after they entered the field 
they began jobbing and this portion of their trade has been a large factor in their 
success, 

In 1892 the Green & Bentley Drug Co. was incorporated, with F. E, Green, 
President; Geo. I. Vincent, Secretary; J. W. Wray, Treasurer; N. J. Bentley, Man- 
ager. April 26, 1896, the entire store and stock was destroyed by fire and out of 
the ruins arose the present palatial pharmacy. When the old structure was rebuilt, 
no expense was spared to make it a model, both as to convenience in handling trade 
and richness in appointments. In the new building the company occupies 6,000 
square feet of floor space, giving plenty of storage room to accommodate their fast 
increasing wholesale business. 

The fixtures, show cases and wood work are of mahogany and were placed by 
the Quincy Show Case Works, being built from designs drawn on the ground by 
their expert, Chas. F. Kade. The shelving containing bottles is backed by plate 
glass of a dark green color which harmonizes with the rich mahogany. The front 
corners of the interior are worthy of more than passing notice, especially the east one 
which contains the elaborate perfume case. It is the soda fountain that attracts the 
most attention on entering the store, This exquisite work of art was placed by the 
Chas. Lippincott Co., of Philadelphia, and consists of two bases, onyx, united with 
agrotto. The combination of onyx and marble is a treat to the eye. The fountain 
is provided with porcelain movable syrup jars; the latest dratt arms and coolers. 
The settees in the front corners are inviting and comfortable, In fact, the entire 


establishment is something Oskaloosa is proud of and patronizes liberally. 
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J. B. MCCURDY, 
of J. B. McCurdy & Co, 
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Wm. Bullers, 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


CCOMPANYING this are some re- 
A productions made from photo- 
graphs of the reliable artist, William 
Bullers. His new gallery is located at 
116 North Market Street and he makes 
a specialty of high grade pictures. 
Baby pictures are one of the successful 
features of his work. During his busi- 
ness career in Oskaloosa, Mr. Bullers 
has earned the respect and confidence 
of hundreds of people and has built up 
a patronage that any artist might be 
proud of. He is a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, born there December 31, 1855. 
He was educated in his native state and 
came to Iowa years ago. He began 
the photographic business at What 
Cheer, Iowa, in 1882, and operated a 
gallery there for many years. He was 
elected township clerk there on the 
republican ticket in 1889, and served 
four years. In 1893 he came to Oska- 
loosa and opened a gallery on West 
High Avenue from which he recently 
moved to his present location. He 
cordially invites the public to visit his 
gallery and will guarantee satisfactory 
work inhis line. Many of the portraits, 
store interiors and buildings illustrated 
in this work are reproduced from neg- 
atives made by him and testify to his 
ability as a photographer. 




















REV. JOHN M. BAUGH, I. FRANKEL, W. C. SHEPPARD, BEN. E. WIGHTMAN, 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church : Retired Banker 


Coal Operator Coal Operator 




















ISAAC KALBACH, L. R. ROSEBROOK, GEO. H. RAMSEY, 
Retired Manager O. C. & M. Co. 


JOHN A. KALBACH, 
Superintendent Carbonado Mines Lumberman 





John A. and George 


This company is composed of Messrs. 
Kalbach, who succeeded their father in the iumber business in 


1890, They have extensive yards and facilities for handling the 
vast volume of business which they command. The lumber 
business is one in which a knowledge of the difference in qualities 
counts for much and this firm having been virtually raised in the 
business, have that ripe experience which places them in a position 
to know what good lumberis. They handle sash, doors and blinds 
and the usual auxiliaries in the line of building material found in 
first-class lumber yards. 


Williams & Tousley 

These gentlemen are wholesale dealers in and manufacturers 
of cigars and tobacco. They formed their partnership at Aber- 
deen, S. D., in February, 1893, and in the fall of the same year 
they removed to Oskaloosa, where they have since built up a large 
and fast increasing business. They manufacture a high grade ten 
cent cigar, known as Flor de Milton, which is very popular, and 
their Napoleon, a five cent cigar, is in great demand. This firm is 
one of the enterprising houses of this city and their plans for the 
future involve a large addition to their present capacity. 


Walthall & Hinshaw 
These ladies. conduct the handsome ground floor studio on 
North Market Street. They formed their present business con- 
nection some two years since and have been remarkably successful 
in catering to the local and visiting public in the photograph line, 
Their pictures are of the highest grade and possess that merit 


which pleases. Promptness in filling orders and the constant study 
of every detail of the business is what helps to win them success. 
Those who desire first-class pictures or crayon work will make no 
mistake in giving these painstaking ladies a trial. Prices are 
reasonable. 

Harry Little 


‘‘Harry Little, the Hay and Coal Man’’ is the title by which 
one of Oskaloosa’s most successful business men is known, He 
conducts a large wood and coal business and hay market on West 
High Avenue. Mr. Little was born in Illinois in 1859, and came 
to Osksloosa in 1878; was connected with the store at Muchakin- 
ock mines when they were owned by the McNeils, the store at that 
time being conducted by his father. Mr. Little afterward followed 
railroad construction in Texas for two years, and returning to this 
city took an interest in and managed the Oskaloosa Livery and 
Transfer Line for about five years. He then engaged in the mer- 
chandise business with his brother in Missouri and afterward in the 
same line here. He later sold out and went to Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba and to the northwest territory, among the Rocky Mountains, 
where he followed the mining business. He returned here in 1893 





and bought his present business which he has built up to the lead- 
ing one of its kind in the city. One feature of his business which 
is unique, is that he has none but white delivery wagons, drawn 
by coal black horses, which make a very attractive appearance on 
the streets. 



































DR. T. K. BREWSTER, DR. E. B. BEAUDRY, DR..C..H. HARE, DR. C. J. LUKENS, 
Dentist 


Physician and Surgeon Dentist Oculist 








C. C. MCINTYRE, WALTER G. WILSON, ALF. WOOSTER, 
of McIntyre Bros. & Wilson 


H. A. SESSIONS, 
Editor Farmer and Miner * Newspaper Writer 














DR. J. C. BARRINGER, DR. FLORA C. MOSS DR. H. G. PARRY, DR. B. FRANK ANDREWS, 


Physician and Surgeon Physician and Surgeon Physician and Surgeon Physician and Surgeon 





SYLVESTER GREENOUGH, JOHN M. HERRON, MAJ. F. H. LORING, FRANK M. SHEPPARD, 
(Deceased) Secy. Iowa Mason’s Benevolent Society Pres, lowa Mason’s Benevolent Society Coal Operator 

















H. H. SHERIFF, 
Attorney at Law 











CHAS. J. STANLEY, 
Justice of the Peace, Elect 


ROBERT SEEVERS, Retired 





HON. L. C. BLANCHARD, State Senator 





C. M. PORTER, 
Lumberman 





FRANK P. O'HARA, 
Groceryman 




















A. H. MURPHY, JOHN H. GENTRY, MISS LULU GENTRY, MRS. E. T. LONG, 
Prop. Carbonado Meat Market Of Gentry Fire Insurance Bureau . At Page’s Jewelry Store 














R. M. CHEESMAN, E. M. CHEESMAN, i. H. FIERZ, A. G. BE 
Undertakers and Embalmers Of Fierz, Berkey & Co,, Grocers 
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The Birdsall 


NE of the joys which makes 
the life of the weary com- 
mercial pilgrim happy is a 
good hotel, and in the 

Birdsall the city of Oskaloosa possesses 

one of the best in the west to be found 

in cities of this size. The hotel build- 
ing is on the east side of the square, 
and occupies one-half of a block. It 





has at the disposal of its guests 
seventy-five rooms, which are elegantly 
furnished. It is heated by steam and 
lighted by modern electric lights. The 
office and Jobby is large, and just off 
from the latter is a convenient writing 
room. The dining-room is on the first 
floor, and the table is always up to 
that standard of excellence which has 
been one of the marked characteristics 
of the house under the present man- 
agement. The hotel is conducted by 
the Birdsall Hotel Co., of which Mr. 
Horace Birdsall is the head, and they 
also conduct the excellent St. James, 
at Davenport. Mr. Geo. R. Farrall, 
who is well and favorably known, is a 
member of the company, and the Bird- 
sall is managed by Mr. H. W. Stauffer, 
an experienced and able hotel man, 
formerly with the St. James Hotel and 
Kimball House, at Davenport. Mr. 
Stauffer came to Oskaloosa in 1895 
and has met with much success, the 
business of the house having considera- 
bly increased under his careful and 


excellent management. 
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CHAS. PHELPS, Pres, ANNA PHELPS. Sec’y-Treas 


IDEAL HEATING COMPANY 


Phelps’ Ideal Steam and Hot Water Heaters, 
Jobbers in Pipe Fittings, Valves, Radiators, 
Plumbing Goods, Boilers, Engines, 
Engine Trimmings, etc. 

Herewith are shown the office and 
interior of the machine shops of this suc- 
cessful manufacturing enterprise. This 
business was started by Charles Phelps, 
in 1889, and grew rapidly under his skill- 
ful management. In 1893 the business 
had assumed such proportions that a 
stock company was organized and the 
business undertaken on a still more 
extensive scale. The Phelps Ideal Im- 
proved Hot Water Heater is the only 
heater in the market that will run twelve 
hours in the severest weather with the 
cheap grades of (Iowa) soft coal without 
refilling. The “Ideal’’ is the only heater 
with a large fire surface where the direct 
rays of heat strike every part of the sur- 
face. It is well known fact among heat- 
ing men that one foot of fire surface 
exposed to the direct rays of heat are 
equal to four feet exposed to indirect rays. 
The ‘‘Ideal’’ is no experiment. They 
have been used under all circumstances 
and in all kinds and sizes of buildings, 
and have proved themselves without a 
successful rival, No other heater is so 
economical of fuel as the “Ideal,” and no 
other heater will burn cheap slack. In 
addition to these advantages the ‘‘Ideal’’ 
is a very economical hard coal burner. 
If you want to use hard coal you can’t 
find anything equal to the ‘‘Ideal.” Space 
forbids a full description of the heater, 
but a postal card, or call at the office, 
will secure some valuable information 
and a list of those using the heater and 
will cheerfully recommend it. 
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Col. John H. Pickett 


The subject of this sketch was born near Quincy, Illinois, 
September ro, 1859, and moved to Iowa at an early age with his 
parents, where he passed his boyhood days on a farm in Black- 
hawk county. At the age of twenty he started to learn the drug 
business, in Waterloo, Iowa, and after serving an apprenticeship 
of three years he attended a pharmacy school, at Des Moines. 
After completing this course he took charge of the prescription 
and pharmaceutical manufacturing departments of Prof. Emil L. 
Boerner’s drug store, at Iowa City. He remained there one year, 
and then established himself in the retail drug business at Ames, 
Iowa, in the fall of 1884, remaining there until coming to Oskaloosa, 
in December, 1888, when he bought his present business, which has 
since grown to very large proportions. 

Personally Col. Pickett is a gentleman of many versatile 
qualities, and has a happy faculty of making friends of all who 
meet him. Since locating in Oskaloosa he has taken a great 
interest in, and been identified with all enterprises of a public 
nature. His energy, enthusiasm and rare good judgment means 
success to every undertaking he attempts. In politics he is an 
active worker of the Republican faith, and is a leader of more than 
local reputation. He was made chairman of the county central 
committee in 1884, and managed the late campaign in the same 
capacity, having been re-elected county chairman last fall. He 
was appointed a member of the Iowa State Board of Pharmacy in 
April, 1886, and was reappointed each three years since by 
Governors Larrabee, Boies and Jackson. 


Col. Pickett is a member of the order of Modern Woodmen, 
Past Chancellor of K. of P., Past Colonel of Iowa Division Sons of 
Veterans, member of Waterloo Lodge, No. 290, B. P. O. E., Kaaba 


Temple, Davenport, Iowa, and Des Moines Consistory, No, 3, A. A. 
S. R. 


Pickett’s Drug Store 


Popular with the public, because it answers every requirement 
of a complete up-to-date pharmacy, Pickett’s Drug Store is one of 


the pre-eminently prominent corners of the pretty business district 
of Oskaloosa known as “the square.” This store is located in one 
of the handsomest business blocks in the city. The show windows, 
through which you catch a glance of the elaborate interior, have 
an inviting appearance, and an air of prosperity pervades the whole 
establishment. To the connoisseur of a good cigar, the handsome 
show case filled with choice ‘‘weeds’’ is always a treat. The 
beautiful cases of toilet articles, drug sundries and novelties are 
only a small part of the attractive features of Pickett’s. The 
woodwork and shelving are of highly polished light oak, and here 
and there are elegant mirrors. The prescription department is a 
model of convenience, and ‘‘Pickett’s prescriptions’ have a high 
reputation for reliability. 


Jack Williams, who conducts the prescription department, and 
who enjoys the acquaintance and esteem of all, is a native « 
Iowa, and was born at Eddyville in 1862. He was raised o1 
farm, and after graduating from the high school of his native c 
he learned the drug business and was associated in that line w. 
his brother, T. J. Williams, of Eddyville. In May, 1889, he came 
to Oskaloosa to enter the employ of Green & Bently, and in 
September, 1892, he accepted his present position with Mr. 
Pickett. Jack knows his business, and everyone knows Jack. 


James W. Brattain, the able assistant of Mr. Williams in 
catering to the patrons of Pickett’s, is also an [owa boy, and was 
born at Mt. Pleasant in 1869. He received his education in the 
schools of that city, and Howe's Acadamy. He entered the 
employ of Mr. Pickett in October, 1892, and, like his co-laborer, 
has a knowledge of how to please the trade which has won him 
friends and prosperity. 

Prof.” H. C, Cooper, the porter of the establishment, is one 
of the unique colored characters of the city, and has the distinction 
of having educated the heels and toes of many of Oskaloosa's 400. 
His extreme modesty forbids of us learning his age and place of 
birth. 
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E. ARFORD, PETER SCHMITT, CHAS. E. BROWN B. A. WRIGHT, 
Agent Standard Oil Co, Merchant Tailor Insurance and Real Estate Principal Oskaloosa Business College 


























E. W. HEARNE, N. C. ADLON, Fr. G. BARKOW, A. W. VAN NOSTRAND 
General Secretary Y. M. C. A. Jeweler Wagon and Carriage Builders 




















Chas. C. Pike, 
 oee)©6©Druggist 


It would be hard to find in any city 
the size of Oskaloosa a more complete, 
better arranged and finely equipped 
Drug Store than the one conducted by 
the genial gentleman whose name ap- 
pears at the head of this sketch. 

This house was brought into exist- 
ence, as a factor in Oskaloosa business 
interests, nine years ago, under the 
firm name of Rader & Pike, afterwards 
Newbrand & Pike, and lastly by the 
present proprietor, Chas C. Pike, under 
whose efficient management the store 
has increased in popularity, and is now 
one of the leading establishments of its 
kind in the city. The stock is com- 
plete in every detail, comprising every- 
thing kept in a first-class ‘‘up-to-date"’ 
Drug Store. The prescription depart- 
ment is in the hands of a skilled phar- 
macist who gives the most minute at- 
tention to compounding prescriptions. 

Mr. Pike was born in Oskaloosa 
October 2, 1860. He received his edu- 
cation in the public schools and is in 
everv sense, a home-man who believes 
in home enterprise. He began his 
business career with Green & Bentley, 
remaining with them six years and 
then associated himself in business 
with A. W. Rader, and has lately suc- 
ceeded to the entire business. By sound 
business judgment and with the happy 
faculty of making friends, he has built 
up an extensive business. He is a 
gentleman of good moral character; Is 
well known and respected by all. In 
matters affecting public enterprise, Mr. 
Pike has always been one of the first to 
encourage and support any legitimate 
enterprise His motto in business has 
always been: ‘‘ Honest Prices to all.” 


Geo. H. Carlon & Son 

There are two things a visitor will notice in Oskaloosa. 
They are the excellent brick paving and long stretches of concrete 
sidewalks in the business and residence districts. In most every 
case where your attention is called to the latter you will find a 
ueat iron plate countersunk somewhere in the walk which tells you 
that it was laid by Geo. H. Carlon & Son. This firm are recog- 
nized as leaders in their line, that of flour, feed, building material 
and contractors for artificial stone work. They are located at 
224 East High Avenue, occupying the commodious corner 
store of the Wightman business block, an illustration of which 
appears elsewhere. Both Mr. Carlon and his son are enter- 
prising. go-ahead business men. Short sketches of both will be 
found elsewhere. 


Peter Schmitt 

Many of the well dressed citizens of Oskaloosa have evidence 
of the talents of Mr. Schmitt as an artistic cutter and draper. Our 
subject was born at Baden, Germany, November 26, 1846. He 
received his education in that country, and came to Oskaloosa in 
May, 1871, and was engaged as cutter and tailor for Morris Levi 
from that date until 1890, when he established his present 
merchant tailoring business. Mr. Schmitt stands high in the 
community as a man of business ability, and his immense trade Is 
due to first class work and personal popularity. He takes an 
active interest in the welfare of Oskaloosa and her citizens, and is 
a man who deserves success. 


Van Nostrand & Barkow 











The illustration above will convey to the reader but a faint 
knowledge of the ability to build high class vehicles which this 
firm possess. Their establishment is located at 424 West High 
Ave ie, where they are prepared to build to order “ anything on 


wheels,’ as well as to do the very best of work in wagon and 
carriage repairing and general blacksmith work. The advantage 
of a vehicle built here is that every piece of material entering 
into its construction is carefully selected and tested, The iron 
and steel work is all wrought out by hand and they know just 
what they sell you when the job is finished. Although established 
but a comparatively short time, they are securing a fast increasing 
trade. A. W. Van Nostrand, the senior member of the firm, is a 
native of Ohio, born in 1861, He first came to Oskaloosa in 1888, 
where he worked at his trade, that of a wagon and carriage black- 
smith, for Joseph Jones until establishing his present business in 
1895. F. G. Barkow isa native of Wisconsin, born in 1859. He 
came to Oskaloosa in 1890, and also worked for Joseph Jones 
until forming partnership with Mr. Van Nostrand. Mr. Barkow 
learned the cabinet making and carriage building trades, and both 
he and his partner are experts in their lines. 


Nicholson & Wilson 


Improvement has been the order of the day in the printing 
business as well as in everything else, and the next century will 
probably see much that is to be considered wonderful in high art 
printing. The job printing and book binding establishment 
conducted by Nicholson & Wilson is located at 216 East High 
Avenue, and is a model of neatness. W. G. Nicholson is from 
Denver, Colorado, and S. W. Wilson hails from Washington, Lowa. 
Both are practical printers and cater to the better class of trade, 
that is to those who wish such work as may be classed perfect in 
quality. This means the expending of skilled labor and natural 
talent for artistic effect on every job. They have a complete 
outfit and a growing trade. They are prepared to do all kinds of 
book binding, magazine work, etc. 


Chas. E, Brown 


Chas. E. Brown was born in Sigourney, Iowa, in 1871. He 
received most of his education in the public schools of Sigourney 
and Rose Hill. He came to Oskaloosa in 1889, and began life as 
clerk in a grocery, after which he entered the establishment of S. 
J. Dutton & Co., wholsesale and retail dealers in groceries, 
crockery, china and glassware, where he remained five years, In 
the spring of 1896 he entered into partnership with J. R. Gentry, 
in the firm of Brown & Gentry, fire, life and accident insurance, 
loan agents and real estate brokers, office in the Frankel block. 
Mr. Brown is a young man of sterling qualities and large business 
ability, and does his full share in bringing around the prosperity of 
the firm. 





ORSON J. C, DUTTON, S. J. DUTTON, HARRY J. DUTTON, S. W. WILSON, W. G. NICHOLSON, 
of S. J. Dutton Company of Nicholson & Wilson 





GEO. H. CARLON, CHAS. H. CARLON, CHRIS MALONE, CHAS. H. RALSTON, 
of Geo, H. Carlon & Son Bicycles, Machines and Pianos Proprietor P. O. News Stand 


The Gentry Fire Insurance Bureau 
NE of the most prosperous concerns in the city is the 
Gentry Fire Insurance Bureau. The members of the firm 
are James R. Gentry, his son, John H. Gentry, and daughter, Miss 
Lulu B. Gentry. The agency was started in 1592 by the senior 
Gentry and H. L. Richardson, both experienced insurance adjusters, 
working for good companies, They started with a heavy line of 
the foremost companies of the country. Since that time new 
companies have been steadily added to the list until it is now a 
most formidable one. In 1893 Mr. Richardson retired, the junior 
Gentry taking his place, the firm being known as Gentry & Gentry, 
It still prospered. In 1896 Miss L. Gentry graduated from the 
high school with high honors, and was taken into the firm, and its 
name changed to the Gentry Fire Insurance Bureau, The main 
work of the firm is done by its junior members, under the super- 
vision of the senior member. Among the companies represented 
by this firm are the Aetna, Phenix, North British and Mercantile, 
German American Insurance Co. of North America, Fire Associa- 
tion, Queen, New England Burglary Fidelity and Casualty, and 
the Grand Rapids Underwriters. Their offices are the most 
elaborate and convenient in the city, and the name of Gentry isa 
power in local insurance circles. 
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The Iowa Brigade Band 

An indispensable institution of the city, and one in which 
Oskaloosa takes great pride, is the lowa Brigade Band. It was 
organized in January, 1880, the same beiag effected by making 
Mr. E. D. Nugent president and manager, Mr. John Shoemake, 
secretary and Mr. Ray Carriel, treasurer. Mr. Nugent continues to 
hold with credit the office to which he was originally elected. He 
ever has the welfare of the band at heart, and has always been 
found ready to respond both in influence and in a financial way. 
The following is a list of band masters that have been employed 
from time to time, given in their order: Profs. Ed. Kinnersly, 


Frank Benjamin, Horace Shadel, E. M. Fritz, H. A. Hodgdon and 
C. L. Barnhouse; the latter gentleman having filled that position 
for now nearly six years with increasing favor and popularity. 
From the time of its organization the band has aimed to hold two 
rehearsals a week, and these, as a rule, are well attended by the 
membership. In this careful and detailed work, preparation and 
practice, is probably found the influential factor in causing the 
Iowa Brigade Band to be known as one of the leading musical 
organizations of the state, as well as the pride of its own home city. 
The distinctive public feature of the city is the “band concerts” 
given during the summer season, Saturday evenings, under the 
generous support of the business men and community generally. 
It is a great open air festival, attended by thousands of citizens 
from town and country, and the gala event of the week, made 
enjoyable and refreshing by the varied musical programme so well 
and attractively presented on each occasion. At least once during 
the winter season 1 grand concert has been given in the opera 
house. Oskaloosa people gladly grasp the opportunity of showing 
their appreciation and accord the band boys a crowded house. 
Thus these entertainments are always a great success financially 
as well as artistically. The band never was under better manage- 
ment in all features than now, and never were there a greater 
number ready to declare its increasing favor at home and abroad. 
The following is the roster of the present organization: E. D. 
Nugent, president and manager; Chas. Walling, secretary and 
treasurer; C. L. Barnhouse, director; Albert Schmidt, piccolo; John 
Teeten, flute; E. M. Fritz, E flat clarinet, Wm. Beckman, Oran 
Glass, Horace Colman, Herm Schmidt, Howard Hoops, Orval 
Black, Oscar Glass, John Shoemake and Thos. Berdinner, B flat 
clarinets; Chas. Swayze, H. A. LaRue, Walter Cochran and Ray 
Heddin, saxophones; Thos. Hay, Frank Shoemake, Chas, Sears 
and G. A. Gesman, cornets; Harry Shoemake, Geo. Colman, 
Sherman England and Fay Whittakre, horns; Frank Tousley, A. 
E. Bass and John Orpin, trombones; Chas. Pike, baritone; Geo. 
Tousley, euphonium; Chas. Walling and Rolla Shoemaker, basses; 
E. D. Nugent and Geo, Foehlinger, drums; Dave White, drum 
major; Baugh, properties. 
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W.H KALBACH, Pres. 


THE OSKALOOSA NATIONAL BANK 


CAPITAL, $50,000. 
SURPLUS AND UNDIVIDED PROFITS, $35,000. 


Cc. E. LOFLAND, CASHIER. 


E. K. HIMES, Ass'T CASHIER. 


The leading financial institution of this city is the Oskaloosa 
National Bank, the officers of which are named above, the follow- 
ing being a list of the directors and correspondents: 

Directors: H. L. Spencer, J. W. McMullin, J. H. Green, D. 
W. Loring, Jno. J. Price, Jr., W. C. Kalbach, C. E. Lofland. 

Correspondents: First National Bank, New York; Gilman, 
Son & Co., New York; First National Bank, Chicago; Citizens 
National Bank, Des Moines; Davenport National Bank, Davenport. 

This bank was originally the Mahaska County Savings Bank, 
which was incorporated July 27, 1875, and commenced business 
in an old frame building on West High Avenue, which has since 
been torn down. The incorporators of the bank were: W. H. 
Seevers, W. A. Lindley, M. E. Cutts, E. Clark, Geo. Bentley, J. 


Rhinehart, J. H. Green, M. T. Williams, James McCulloch, D. W. 
Loring and Thomas Haight. In January 1876, the bank purchased 
the corner which is the site of the present handsome building. It 
continued as a savings bank until February 26, 1879, when it was 
incorporated and began business as the Oskaloosa National Bank, 
M. E. Cutts being the first president, M. T. Williams, vice-presi- 
dent, and W. A. Lindley, cashier. The capital stock was $50,000. 
In 1881 the business of the old National State Bank of Oskaloosa 
was purchased. In the spring of 1896 fire greatly damaged the 
building, which has been rebuilt and is now one of the handsomest 
business blocks in Oskaloosa. 

During its long career comparatively few changes have 
occurred in the officership of the bank, the record being as follows: 
January 8, 1884, W. H. Seevers was elected president, and served 
until January, 1880, when H. L. Spencer became president, C. 
E, Lofland being promoted to the position of cashier a few months 
later, and E. K. Himes succeeding him as assistant cashier. In 
January, 1889, W. H. Seevers again became president and con- 
tinued as such until the date of his death in 1895, when H. L. 
Spencer accepted the office temporarily until the directors could 
elect one who could devote more time and attention to the affairs 
of the bank. W. H. Kalbach was elected and accepted the office 
of president in 1896. 








 Gesman & 


To sketch the human face divine, 
And draw the life-like portrait fine; 
To stamp the features as displayed, 
In every tint of light and shade; 

This is Gesman's art and well be can 
Portray matron, maid, youth or man 


IS IN all other things, evolution has 
done much for the photographic 
art. Ithas reached thathigh plane 





( where the successful photographer 
of the present day must bring into his work 
something more than mere mechanical skill, 
although he must not lack the latter by any 
means. He must possess experience, the genius 
of a true artist, be a good judge of human nature 
and be able to combine all of these with mechan- 
ical skill, neatness and good taste. 

Mr. G. A. Gesman, who has recently estab- 
lished himself in business in Oskaloosa, where 
he has opened the most elaborate studio ever 
seen in the city, is a gentleman of ripe experience 
in his profession, having been engaged in the 
business some nineteen years. It is his intention 
to maintain the leading position in his line in 
the city and to give the public the very best and 
latest grade of work at prices only for which the 
best can be produced. All the late fads and 
evervthing new in photography will be found at 
his studio. Besides the regular line of photo 
graphic work, Mr. Gesman makes the best qual- 
ity of crayon, water color and sepia portraits and 
enlargements. The group of portraits on this 
page are reductions made from some of his aver- 
age pictures. His studio is located at 216 West 
High Avenue and in all its appointments is com- 
plete and up to date. The people in general are 
invited to call and inspect his studio where they 


will find high art in photography. 





Oskaloosa.# Paving.¥ Brick.e Company 


Some idea of the magnitude of this company’s plant can be formed from the illustration below. Previous to 1890, there was much 
agitation in Oskaloosa over the question of street paving, as at that time, the city was, to use a slang expression ‘‘in the mud.” The 
attention of several enterprising gentlemen was called to the excellent quality of shale which lay at the threshold of the city. This 
shale, which is a fine grained, soft rock and somewhat resembles soft slate, is crushed or ground in a large machine until it is as fine as 
flour. It is then wet down and passes throngh the various processes necessary in brick manufacture. It has been found that it makes 
the hardest and most non-absorbent vitrified brick that can be produced. After investigation, the gentlemen interested decided to 
organize a company and establish a first-class plant to produce both vitrified paving brick and brick for general building purposes. 

The company consists of S. T. Slade, President and General Manager; W. P. Hawkins, Secretary and Treasurer, with the follow- 
ing stockholders: B. Wightman, S. T. Slade, F. E. Green, J. S. Henderson, C. M. Seevers and W. P. Hawkins. Their plant com- 
prises fourteen acres just east of the city and is a model of perfection. They have a capacity of 40,000 brick per day of both kinds 


OSKALOOSA PAVING BRICK COMPANYS PLANT: 





DRY KILNS BRICK BURNING KILNS 


and can furnish employment to sixty men. All the machinery is of the latest and most improved pattern, one of the important features 
being a large steam dryer which dries the brick much better and quicker than the ordinary process. The quality of shale is very superior 
and their paving brick have stood every test and been pronounced of the highest quality by expert judges. They have excellent shipping 
facilities and a side track runs directly into the plant. They have shipped millions of brick of both kinds to other places. One ex- 
cellent result of the enterprise of this company is the model streets of Oskaloosa, which are the talk of everyone who visits the city, and 
the pride of all citizens. Miles of fine pavements, built of this company's brick, stretch out over the city, which shows that Oskaloosa 
has faith in her works. During the coming year the city anticipates putting down several more miles of brick paving which will make 
an increased demand for labor at this plant. 

Mr. W. P. Hawkins, the genial Secretary and Treasurer of the company acts as Superintendent and has proven the right man in 
the right place as the high quality of brick turned out amply demonstrate. 


SELLERS INSURANCE AGENCY 
J. C. Sellers, Fire Insurance 
\ESTABLISHED 1865) 

Representing the following companies: Phoenix, 
Hartford, Conn; Imperial, London, England; Traders, 
Chicago; Weschester, New York; Iowa State, Keokuk, 
Iowa; Hanover, New York; Farmers, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
Greenwich, New York; Security, Davenport, Iowa. Since 
1865 Mr. Sellers has looked after the interests of the 
people of this part of the state as to fire insurance, and 
the success which he has attained is shown by the class of 
companies appearing in the above list, many of which he 
has represented for more than a quarter of a century. By 
constant application and fair dealing he has won a reputa- 
tion of being the best insurance man in this part of the 
state. He has the entire confidence of the insuring public, 
and does an extensive business in Oskaloosa and the 
adjoining towns. 


J. C. Sellers, Jr, General Agent 
The Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States 


After serving an apprenticeship in fire Insurance for 
several years under his father, J. C. Sellers, Jr., made a 
contract in 1891 with the Equitable Life, which company 
he has successfully represented ever since. Mr. Sellers 
completed the high school course in this city with class ’90 
and since then has spent two years at Penn College, under 
whose standard he won oratorical honors at the state con- 
test. He completed his college course at Grinnell and has 
since been employed as general agent for the Equitable in 
southeastern Iowa, with headquarters at Oskaloosa. The 
Equitable needs no introduction to the intelligent people 
of any state and her surplus of forty millions of dollars 
entitles her to the pre-eminent position she now holds in 
the largest department of the financial world. She has the 
largest surplus and more insurance in force than any other 
life company in the world. Her contracts are liberal, 
incontestable and non-forfeitable. Hersettlements prompt 
and without discount. If you are contemplating increasing 
your insurance, permit Mr. Sellers to show you the new 
contract of the Equitable, which has thirty days of grace 
in payment of all premiums; a loan at 5 per cent, and paid 
up surrender values at end of third year. 








L.A.GENEVA &Cos 
MARKET. 





L. R. Geneva & Co. 


The largest and best equipped market in Oskaloosa is illustra- 
ted herein and is presided over by Mr. L. R. Geneva, who isa 
native of What Cheer. He was born in 1860 and after obtaining 
his schooling he learned the butcher's trade in his native city. In 
1893 the present firm was established, succeeding Collard & Gen- 
This market is located at 221 West High Avenue and is a 
model of neatness and all that goes to make up a first-class estab- 
lishment in this line. It is arranged and equipped for the handling 
of a large volume of business in the most satisfactory and quickest 
manner. This firm kill much native stock and handle the best 
grade of shipped meats. Oysters, fish and game are constantly on 
hand in season. The approaching holidays finds this market pre- 
pared to take care of its customers in up-to-date fashion and the 
addition of a large number of young and fat “American Birds” 
greatly adds to the attractive display of meats which is daily on 
exhibition at their shop. The trade of this firm has increased 
greatly and they earnestly extend to the public their thanks, and 
wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


eva. 


Kemble Floral Company 
W. E. Kemble, General Manager 


The illustration herewith 
give the reader some idea ofthe 
extensive floral establishment of 
this company, which is under the 
care of Mr. W. E. Kemble. The 
beautiful park effect which the 
grounds present during the sum- 


will 





mer time is one of the attractions 
of the city. This business was 
established in 1869 and has grown 
until the company now occupy 
an enviable position in both this 
state and Missouri, catering to 
and supplying the best class of 
trade in this territory with all in the floral line. They have over 
30,000 feet of glass under which blossom and bloom in rich pro- 
fusion the most delicate and highly cultured specimens of the floral 
world, which can be cultivated. Roses, lilies, chrysanthemums, 
fragrant pinks, ferns and rare plants are here in large quantities. 
Special floral designs is one of the leading features. Mr. W. E. 
Kemble is one of the leading business men of the city. 








JOHN H, BELL, 
Manager Home Telephone Co. 








KEMBLE FLORAL CO 





AND THEN 
There’s the “Opera House Pharmacy ” 


ROBABLY no town in Iowa has better 
and neater stores than Oskaloosa. Prom- 
inent among them is this popular resort 

On a prominent corner, in a live town, the trade 
it commands is very gratifying to its proprietors. 
The bevies of pretty girls and the crowds of gal- 
lant youths, who, on warm summer evenings 
Pass Its portal to imbibe the nectar like draughts 
from the soda fountain, are but slight testimon- 
ial of its well-deserved popularity. And to many, 
a night “after theatre” whenthe mercury is play- 
ing hide and seek with the zero mark, and the 
cold north wind is kissing beauty’s fair cheek the 
drear of winter is “for the once: forgotten” in a 
steaming hot cup of clam bouillon and as Tom 
lights his cigar and turns to go, he sees his fair 
companion looking wistfully at the beauties in 
the candy case, says, “One pound, please”, and 
a moment later they are hurrying homeward to 
taste the contents of the green covered box Tom 
carries so lightly “in the hand that’s not en- 
gaged.” And so life goes. Many a pleasant 
evening's call is made more pleasant from a visit 
to Bertsch & Boal’s, and the purchase of a 
choicely packed box of bon bons, and then when 
Tom or his sweetheart are troubled with “any 
ache or pain” they know where to obtain medi- 
cines and drugs that will be as effective as the 
soda and candy was pleasant. And that’s where 
they go. The gentlemen owning and managing 
this business are probably the youngest men in 
the state controlling as extensive a drug stock. 

Mr. George P. Bertsch, senior member of the 

firm, is a high school graduate, also a graduate 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharamacy from 
Which he holds diplomas for special work in 
microscopy and urinary analysis, Mr. Bertsch 
has direct supervision of the prescription depart- 
ment, in which only the purest drugs and chemi- 
cals obtainable are used. The increase of busi- 
ness, since Mr. Bertsch took the store in 1894, 
has been phenomenal, and in May, 1896, he dis- 
posed of one-half interest to Tracy E. Boal, a 
young man who has been connected with the 
drug business all his life, He is a high school 
graduate, has spent two years in the University 
of Illinois, and adds to this the business grace of 
a thorough course in one of the best business 
universities in this country. Mr. Boal has the 
general business control of the firm and attends 
to the financial and clerical work of the business. 
No business in Oskaloosa has ever opened with 
better prospects or more good wishes from in- 
numerable friends. and the "boy druggists” are 
justly proud of the name they are known by, 
among the traveling fraternity, viz. “The Kid 
Druggists on the Corner.” 
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HE OSKALOOSA TIMES was first issued July 16, 1885, with N. G. Carleton as 
Editor. Oa December 22, 1886, the entire plant was destroyed by fire. On 
February 17, 1887, it was again issued and has been published ever since, It was 
organized by the democrats of Mahaska County and owned by them for a number 
of years. In 1888 E. K. Himes and J. E. Seevers became owners. Mr. Himes sold his in- 
terest to Mr. Seevers in 1892, who conducted the paper until his death in May, 1896. Fora 
brief period thereafter it was conducted by Mrs. Zoe W. Seevers. On September 1,1 896, the 
entire plant, together with the Daily and Weekly News was purchased by the present owner, 
the Times Publishing Co., the papers consolidated, the Daily Times was established and the 
Weekly Times continued. The paper is at present edited by Lawrence J. Anderson and man- 
aged by Gid B. McFall. It may be of interest to the friends and supporters of the paper to 
know that it has the best equipped printing office in Oskaloosa. This is no idle boast. The 
mechanical equipment of the office comprises a large Hoe newspaper and job press that cost 
$2,200; two Gordon job presses; a $600 folding machine; a 33-inch Gem paper cutter; a 
Seevers steam engine; six large imposing stones, and 250 fonts of metal job and advertising 
type; about 150 pounds of newspaper type, and $800 worth of wood type. 
The Times makes a specialty of job and book printing. It employs the best workmen 
and uses the best material. Friends of the paper may rely on the character of the work ex- 


ecuted and are respectfully invited to extend their patronage. The Times has always been uncompromisingly democratic and held 
aloft the principles of the party in the belief that it was in the interests of humanity. 
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The Times Force. 


a 


HE illustration herewith represents 
the force of young men who per- 
form the mechanical work on 

the TIMES. No newspaper or job office 
in the city has a better set of skilled 
mechanics than the TIMES office em- 
plovs, and the neat typographical 
appearance of every issue of the paper 
as well as the high quality ot job work 
turned out demonstrate that the TIMES 
force are, to use a slang expression, 
‘onto their job”. 
The following is a roster of the force 
as shown in the Illustration: 
No. tr. JAMES MANSFIELD. 
Foreman Job Department 
No. 2. CHAS. STEPHENSON, 
Foreman News Composing Room 
No. 3. WILL JOHNSON, 
Compositor 
No. 4. W.R. HENDERSON, 
* Compositor 
F, JAY APTHORP, 
Compositor 


Z 
° 
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No. 6. C. C. PORTER, 
Compositor 
No. 7. PEARL MINER, 
Engineer 
No. 8. FRANK MCGLUMPHY, 
Pressman 
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THE SATURDAY GLOBE. 





(HE SATURDAY GLOBE, 
ej|| an independent news- 
fi) paper published week- 
ly, was established in 
1881. It was founded upon the 
idea that the homes of Mahaska 
county and vicinity, would wel- 
come a paper devoted to giving 
the news, to the interests of the 
home, the fireside and the farm, 
yet devoid of many features that 
a political paper is compelled, 
from the very nature of the case, 
to present. Throughout its his- 
tory, this paper has adhered 
strictly to its independent policy, 
giving the news of all parties, leav- 
ing to its readers the freedom of 
drawing conclusions. Its columns 
are always open to the pen of any one who desires in a brief and genteel way to express an opinion upon any subject. 

Tue GLose has never been ambitious to become a “ cheap paper,” so called. Its chief aim is to continue to furnish all the 
people a thorough-going newspaper, clean, wholesome, free from prejudice, and conceding that in honesty and fairness, every one has 
a right to his own views, either political, religious or otherwise, The regular subscription price is $1.50 per year in advance. The 
paper will be sent three months, on trial, for 25 cents. Appealing thus to the interests of every class and condition, on account of 
this policy, peculiarly its own, Tu& GLose becomes the best possible advertising medium. A well equipped job department 1s found in 
connection with THe GLose office, they having a well-earned reputation for doing artistic job printing. Book and pamphlet work is 








made a specialty. 

The editors and proprietors of THe SATURDAY GLOBE are Messrs. Shockley Bros. & Cook. Mr. G. W. Shockley, the senior 
member, is politically a democrat, and serves the District as a member of the Board of Education. Mr. T. M. Shockley is also of the 
democratic faith. He has always taken a great interest in secret orders, especially that of Knights of Pythias, having been repeatedly 
honored with office by the local lodge. The Shockley Bros. are originally from Ohio. They are both practical printers. Mr. I. W. 
Cook is an Iowa man and a republican. He has been for four years a member of the Penn College Board of Trustees, and is secretary 
of the City School Board. Besides THe Saturpay Gioxe, Messrs. Shockley Bros. & Cook publish from their office, The lowa Sunday 
School Helper, The Christian Endeavor News (Iowa), The Christian Endeavor News (Kan.), and The Penn Chronicle. 






The Oskaloosa Herald. 


HE HERALD, the oldest newspaper in Mahaska county, 
was established in July, 1850 by Needham & McNeely. 
It was an event of the greatest importance to the young 

community when the first number was issued. The 

office was in a one-story building on the southeast corner of the square—a 
long, narrow shanty, and the making of the first copy attracted the waiting attention 
of all the villagers, many coming in for miles to witness the event. That first 
number was reproduced on the Forty-Fifth Anniversary of the paper in 1895; and 

The 

editor and printers; the buiness men, whose first advertising experience was had in 


the names there found bear most forcible witness to the mortality of man. 


these pages—mostly all are gone—few of them spared by the ravages ot death. 

Since that day THE HERALD has had duty for several editors: its founder, Hon. 
John R. Needham, afterward Lieutenant-Governor of the State; James Brown; 
Capt. Knox; Dr. Beardsley; Col. Fisher; Capt. Hunter; Henry Leighton; George 
R. Lee, and Albert W. Swalm, its present editor. 

During all these years THE HERALD has steadfastly followed the principles of 
the Whig or Republican party, and never was more stalwart and active in the faith 
than under its present management. [t has grown from a small beginning to one of 
the leading newspapers of the State, and to one of the most prosperous and success- 
ful financially. In September, 1887 the DAILY edition was started to meet the 
growing wants of the town, and that too, has been successful from its first number. 
In 1895 a Saturday edition of the WEEKLY was added and the three papers are now 
issued regularly from the press of the office. 

THE HERALD has in connection with the paper a large and well equipped Job 
department, which for the larger part of these years was the only job office in the 
county, and which has maintained a steady and satisfactory prosperity. Col. and 
Mrs. Albert W. Swalm are the present owners of THE HERALD, to which they joined 
their fortunes in 188z, Col. Swalm being the editor and Mrs. Swalm the business 
manager. The local staff is composed of Roy Robinson and Phil Hoffmann; the 
composing room is in charge of William A. Barrows, as foreman. and the job depart- 
ment under the superintendence of Chas. S. Walling. John 5. Bartow has been for 
many years in charge of the presses. Some of the best compositors the office has 
had have been girls and in the working forces of the office woman's labor has always 
found fair and remunerative recognition. 


It is a noteworthy fact that the present subscription books of the paper contain 


the names of several persons who were among the original subscribers in 1850 and 
who have kept an unbroken record trom that day to the present on the office books. 








* 3 7 


" ~ pe --4 4: t sé 
‘Fe Ee MAL AB: & | 


Piel AND STAFF, THIRD REGIMENT 1NG 
COL. SWAtLM COMMANDING 





Third Regiment, lowa National Guard. 


Oskaloosa is headquarters of the crack Third Regiment, lowa National Guards; 
this being the home of Colonel Albert S, Swalni, its commanding officer. Here is 
also located Co. F of the Third Regiment, of which the citizens of Oskaloosa are 
justly proud. Co. F is‘composed of the best young men of the city and is one of the 
best companies of the lowa National Guard. Dr. J. C. Barringer, the Assistant 
Surgeon of the Third Regiment, is a resident of Oskaloosa. 
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Frankel’s Clothing House 
HIS IS the leading establishment of its kind in the city, and 
has been for years. The name of Frankel is linked with 


the history of Oskaloosa, and has always been a tower of 


3 


and Immanuel Bach in 1861, which was then located on a portion 


strength in commercial circles. This business is the out- 


come of a small clothing store opened by Isaiah Frankel 
of what is now the court house site. The present store occupies 
the largest amount of floor space and carries the most complete 
The building is the most 
imposing business block of Oskaloosa, and the upper floors are 
Mr. 
I. Frankel, who is the founder of so many important enterprises, 


line of any clothing house in the city. 
occupied as offices of some of the leading professional men. 
and of whom a personal sketch will be found elsewhere, has 


Mr. 


manages the local clothing business, and his brother, Manassa, 


virtually retired from active business. Anselm Frankel, 
conducts a large clothing establishment in Des Moines, under the 


Same name. 


McIntyre Bros. & Wilson 
One of the most reliable and leading dry goods firms of this 
city is composed of the gentlemen named above, whose store and 
the interior, showing one aisle of its interior, are illustrated else- 
where within. This firm began business here in 1893, succeeding 
They 


carry full and complete stocks of everything found in a first-class 


Mitch Wilson, and have made rapid progress since then. 


dry goods establishment. and employ a large corps of polite clerks 
to take care of their large patronage. They are located at the 
southeast corner of the square in one of the handsomest businéss 
blocks of the city. No firm stands higher, or are more enterprising 
than they. Messrs. McIntyre, of this firm, are also largely 


interested in the McIntyre, Peck Dry Goods Co, of Rock Island, Ill. 


Cheesman’s 

The only exclusive undertaking and embalming establishment 
in Oskaloosa is conducted by Messrs. E. M. and R. M. Cheesman, 
two gentlemen who are well and favorably known to the citizens 
of the city and Mahaska county. They manufacture their own 
coffins and caskets and have the only ambulance and funeral car 
in the city, and are prepared to conduct funerals in a most satis- 
factory manner. They answer all calls, both day and night, 
promptly. 
Street. 


for their store and number 138 for their residence. 


Their establishment is located at 114 North Market 


They have both the old and new phone. Call number 59 


The Farmer and Miner, 
Edited and published by Alf Q. Wooster, at 220 West First 
Avenue, was established in 1892. It is a weekly newspaper of 
It consists of eight six-column 
y:. JB; 
The 


office is equipped with good presses and steam power, and custom 


large local and general circulation. 
pages, all home print, and is Popocratic in politics. 
Flewelling is local editor and J. E, Younkin head printer. 


printing receives careful attention. 
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M. & M. Star Bottling Co 
HIS firm is composed of C. B. McCullock and J. H. Harrison, 
T who bought the present business in October, 1595, They 
are manufacturers of and dealers in all kinds of temperance 
drinks and are sole local agents for Wm. J. Lemps’ famous beer. 
Since they purchased this business it has been a success, as both 
are practical, hard-working business men. One of the special 
features of their business is the bottling of fine whiskies for family 
trade. They do their own bottling and can therefore guarantee 
their whiskies. They are agents for the most celebrated brand of 
whiskey on the market—the I. W. Harper Kentucky Bourbon. 
Speaking of their fine old whiskey an eminent writer says: 

“ Down among the hills of old Nelson County, where green 
fields and bubbling brooks, and gentle breezes, and sleek, fat cattle 
and blooded horses, and fine men and pretty women combine their 
yaried charms to constitute paradise, the I. W. Harper whiskey, 
soft and rich, full of gentle fragrance and tempered by nature and 
the distillers’ art to the most delicate palate, bursts forth from the 
unwilling grain. Its friends are legion, and from the rock-ribbed 
coast of Maine to the ‘Pacific's Golden Gate,’ there are those who 
look with strange suspicion on any occasion of merriment where 
the ‘I. W. Harper Bourbon’ is missing from the board.’ " 


Hagan’s White Elephant Livery Barn 

This model livery and feed stable is located on West High 
Avenue and is built of brick. It is 60x120 feet and has in connec- 
tion a first-class horseshoeing and repair shop. It is the largest 
feed barn in southwestern lowa, and does a general livery business. 
It contains among its elaborate equipment the only funeral car in 
southwestern Iowa. The service every patron is given cannot be 
surpassed, and the barn is open day and night. 


Whipple & Co. 

The warehouse and packing rooms of this company are 
located on the C. R. I. & P., one block west of the passenger depot. 
Their business was established here in 1889, and as wholesale 
shippers of butter, eggs and poultry, this company has grown since 
the time mentioned until their business is as extensive as any in 
the state. They buy from the merchants of towns located within 


a radius of 100 miles of Oskaloosa. All of their produce is shipped 
to Providence, R. I., where Mr, Walter W. Whipple manages the 
eastern house in person, which is, of course, the main house, and 
the most prominent in its line in the New England states. A. E. 
Heyner, the present manager of the Oskaloosa branch, was 
employed in the packing room the year of 1891, He was made 
time keeper during 1892 and ‘43, and has been manager of this 
branch for the past three years, During the busy season this 
company employs twenty to twenty-three men, and ship an 
average of five cars a week. 
L. C. Mitchell 

Lou C. Mitchell was born in Oskaloosa in 1858. After attend- 
ing common schools he went to work in a photograph gallery. In 
1888 he started in business for himself, and has been running a 
He has been successful in his work and has 
made many friends. His studio on West High Avenue, over NACy 
Adlon's jewelry store, has excellent light and equipment, Mr. 
Mitchell is agent for several artist firms making crayon, water 
color and other styles of portraits. 


The Ogden Elevator 

Neri Ogden began business at his present location, 115-117 
West High Avenue, in 1893, and conducts what is known as the 
Ogden Elevator, which is illustrated herein. He buys and sells 
grain and seeds, and exchanges flour for wheat at his elevator, and 
handles flour in large quantities as a wholesaler. His business has 
grown rapidly, and many of the farmers find a ready and convenient 
market at his elevator for their grain. Mr Ogden is a pleasant 
gentleman to transact business with and has made a host of friends, 


Fierz, Berkey & Co. 

One of the new and enterprising firms of Oskaloosa is the 
above. ‘They lately opened a neat retail grocery and meat market 
at 717 East Third Avenue and are doing a nice business. As both 
are experienced grocerymen they are certain to succeed, Their 
stock is the best good judgment and a knowledge of what the 
trade demands can select. They are prompt in calling for and 
delivering all orders and solicit the patronage of those who desire 
complete satisfaction. 


studio ever Since. 
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WHITE ELEPHANT LIVERY, J. Mace Hagan, Proprietor 








The above company was established here in 1885 and enjoys 
its full share of the patronage of the public in this vicinity in the 
lumber line. Besides the large yard located here they operate a 
branch establishment at Fremont, Iowa, which also does a big 
business. The company is composed of Messrs. C. M. Porter, Jno. 
C. Moore and E. K. Porter, the latter being manager of the Fre- 
mont branch. Mr. C. M. Porter, who is the active head of the 
business, was born at Iowa City in 1863. He graduated from 
the Iowa State University in 1856, and later represented the 
Chicago Lumber Co. at various places in the state of Kansas. 
Early in 1888, he established the present business and has been 
remarkably successful, owing to a thorough knowledge of the busi- 
ness, the possession of ample capital and sound business ability. 
The company has done a strictly legitimate lumber, sash, door and 
blind business, and has never departed into any of the numerous 
side lines sometimes handled by lumber concerns. An illustration 
of Mr. C. M. Porter's handsome residence will be found elsewhere 
herein. 


F, J. Page 


On the opposite page is an illustration of one of Oskaloosa’s 
handsome store fronts, in which is located the jewelry establish- 
ment of F. J. Page. This gentleman conducts an ideal business 
in his line and enjoys a very large patronage. He has been located 
at his present stand for over ten years. A more extended personal 
notice of Mr. Page will be found among the biographical sketches 
in this work. Besides a general jewelry business he has a large 
custom in optical goods. He is an expert optician and is skilled in 
testing the eyes and giving the public perfect satisfaction in the 
line of glasses. He also handles some first-class makes of kodaks 
and cameras as well as photographic supplies. Many of the best 
scenic pictures and buildings in this Souvenir are reproductions 


from photographs made by Mr. Page, In this connection it might 
be stated, that while he poses only as an amateur photographer, 
he has made such a complete study of this art that competent 
judges do not hesitate to say that his work in this line is equal to 
and in many cases, superior to the best work done by profes- 
sional photographers. In the conduct of his jewelry business he is 
ably assisted by Mrs. E. T. Long who has a thorough knowledge 
of the business and possesses that tact and courteous manner which 
pleases and holds the trade. 


Oskaloosa Business College 
B, A. Wright, Principal! 


This worthy institution was founded by W. L. Howe in 1886, 
as a part of Oskaloosa College, and went through the hands of C. 
J. Conner, C. E. Bigelow, W. J. Ives and is now being successfully 
managed by B. A. Wright, who became its possessor in May, 1895. 
Prof. B. A. Wright, with his eleven years experience in teaching, 
heads a list of thoroughly competent teachers, consisting of Mrs, 
B. A. Wright who has charge of the musical department; Miss 
Lottie Ries, assistant teacher in shorthand, and Prof. A. Hull, the 
mathematician. The branches of study and practice embrace the 
very essence of purely utilitarian education. There are three main 
courses of study: Business training course, equal to that of any 
similar school in the state; the shorthand department, which has 
become noted for its thorough work, and the instrumental music 
course. The Oskaloosa Business College is fast becoming the pride 
of the city. 


S. J. Dutton & Co. 


This firm name is a household word in Mahaska and surround- 
ing counties. The business was established in 1866 and incorpo- 
rated in 1892. In wholesale and retail crockery, glassware and 
lamps this establishment is in the front rank in Iowa, The stock 
is replete with everything in late novelties and unique bric-a-brac 
as wellasstaple crockery, chinaware, etc. This firm travel several 
men on the road, and the junior member, Orson J. C. Dutton, is 
one of the successful and popular traveling salesmen of lowa; he 
is known as ‘'the China Man.’' Brief biographical sketches of 
both Mr, Dutton and his son will be found elsewhere in this 
work. In the retail grocery line this house does an immense busi- 
ness, and their motto is: ‘Visitors and purchasers equally wel- 
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WHIPPLE & CO.,, 
Wholesale Shippers of Eggs 
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S. J. DUTTON & CO,, 
Wholesale and Retail Chinaware, Crockery and Groceries 





F, J. PAGE, 
Jeweler and Optician 





OSKALOOSA BUSINESS COLLEGE 
B, A. Wright, Principal 





GEO. H. CARLON & SON, 
Flour, Feed, Lime and Cement 


Chris Malone, 
Bicycles, Pianos, Organs and Sewing Machines 

Everyone knows Chris Malone in this vicinity. He has built 
up a very successful business in the above named lines, and the 
retail bicycle and renting trade of this city is largely his. He 
handles the well known “Thistle” and “Liberty” wheels, as well 
as other makes. He also conducts an extensive repair department. 
He is the general agent for the Wheeler and Wilson sewing 
machines for territory seventy miles square in the vicinity of 
Oskaloosa, and has sold over $35,000 worth of machines in this 
territory. Mr. Malone is a native of Ohio, born there in 1858. 
He received his education in that best of all schools, practical 
experience. He enjoys the confidence of the public, and his 
business is growing with each day and month. 


Arnold’s Grill and Waffle House 
Opposite Postoffice 


One of the busy resorts of Oskaloosa is the above named 
establishment which is illustrated on the opposite page. Here are 
served, in the most palatable style, the substantial refreshments 
for the inner man. The key to this place has been thrown away, 
and meals at all hours is the order of both day and night. The 
proprietor, Mr. John C. Arnold, is a native of Iowa, and came to 
Oskaloosa in 1883. He followed his trade, that of a painter and 
decorator, until 1892, and many of our best residences bear 
evidence of his skill. In 1892 he started the restaurant business, 
and later fornied a partnership in the business. In May, 1895, he 
dissolved partnership and opened his well appointed place last 
September. He enjoys a very large business. 


N. C, Adlon 
Wholesale and Retail Jeweler 


Nicolaus C. Adlon was born in 1859, in Oskaloosa. After 
attending the public schools, and a most excellent training in his 
father's establishment, he began business for himself in 1881. In 
1888 he moved to Farmington, Iowa, and after two years moved 
to Washington, Kansas. Giving up his business there, he went to 
California, and finally came back to Oskaloosa. Here he started 
4 wholesale and retail jeweler business, which has been successful 
from the start. Mr. Adlon handles the finest goods manufactured, 
and in his wholesale trade has all goods made to order, with his 
name.and trade mark on. His increasing trade is evidence of the 
catisfattion he is giving his customers. He will have a fine dis- 
play of holiday goods in great variety. His fine store on West 
High Avenue is a great attraction, and an interior view of it 
appears on the opposite page. 


The Oskaloosa Public Library 

Early in the year 1895 the Young Men's Christian Association 
and the Oskaloosa Woman's Club were both considering the 
question of a public library. As a result of a number of joint 
conferences a board of twelve directors was chosen, and in July, 
1893, the Oskaloosa Public Library was duly incorporated. The 
Young Men's Christian Association put in its library of nearly 
eight hundred volumes, and the Woman's Club made extensive 
purchases. The members of both organizations, and all persons 
paying an annual fee of one dollar, are entitled to draw books. 
January 1, 1896, the library was opened to the public, and October 
1, 1896, the reports showed that the total number of books was 
1,200, that over 400 readers’ tickets had been issued, and that 
3,768 books had been drawn out for home reading in the first nine 
months. The library is now situated in the rooms of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, and is cared for without expense to 
the library managers; all funds derived from gifts, tickets and fines 
being used for the purchase of books. The officers are: A. P. 
Spencer, President; R A. McPherrin, Vice-president, Miss Rose 
Frankel, Secretary; Miss Beulah Bennett, Treasurer; E. A, 
Hearne, Librarian; Dr. E. B. Beaudry, E. H. Gibbs, M, Hedge. 
Miss Mary L. Loring, Dr. L. A. Rodgers, Mrs. H. L. Spencer, John 
A. Kalbach and Ben Wightman. 


Oskaloosa Shoe Company 
Wholesale and Retail! Boots and Shoes 


This popular establishment is located at 120 East First Ave- 
nue, and enjoys a high reputation, as well as a large and fast 
jlicreasing trade, The company is composed of E. H. Gibbs, who 
is president, and W. H. Warinner, who is manager and half owner 
Previous to becoming an owner in the business Mr. Warriner was 
for seven years in the employ of the old firm, coming to Oskaloosa 
in 1881. He has been selling shoes here ever since then, a period 
of fifteen years, which is longer than any other salesman in this 
line in the city. Six years ago he purchased a half interest, and 
has since managed the business. Under his direction the trade 
has increased, and today this store is the leading one in this line 
in Oskaloosa, and carries the largest stock, They occupy a ground 
flaor space of 20x100 feet, and a large basement, which is mainly 
devoted to rubber goods. Their wholesale and jobbing trade is 
extensive, especially in rubber goods In men’s fine shoes they 
handle the celebrated products of Stacy, Adams & Co,, the best 
known manufacturers in this line. In Jadies fine shoes they 
handle the makes of Drew, Selby & Co. Mr. Warinner is ably 
assisted by the following gentlemanly clerks: |. W. Miller, J. H. 
Fritch and Louis Foreman, while S. H. Foreman skillfully 
conducts the shoemaking and repairing department. 
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Coal Mining in Mahaska County, 


HE State Mineral Statistics put Mahaska county in the 
first place in the production of coal. As far as known, 
the first coal mining done in the county, was done by 
Poultney Loughridge, on Spring Creek, on the Jand now 

owned by his son, James Loughridge. The coal cropped out of the 
creek bank, and though much coal has been taken from it, the 
main body of it still remains. A Ittle later Dan Burns opened a 
bank on little Muchakinock creek. The neighbors went in and dug 
their own coal, bringing it out in bags on their backs. The idea of 
putting a car or mules in was not carried out until ten or fifteen 
years later. Coal was taken from the old Bowen homestead about 
this time. About all the use there was for coal was for black- 
smithing; there were no coal stoves and everybody burned wood. 
The women thought the smell of coal smoke an awful thing in a 
kitchen. The first man to use coal in any quantity was Benjamin 
Roop, who built a distillery, refining and grist mill, using coal for 
steaming. This called for systematic mining. Simon Stevens had 
a bank south and west of where the packing house now stands and 
sold considerable coal. Brukaker began mining in a small way on 
Muchakinock creek, where now the consolidated mines are. He 
began in 1857. 

Dascom found coal at Beacon about this time and began the 
heaviest operations yet attempted. John Burdess and John Wat- 
kins, the first skilled miners to come to the county began working 
for Dascom in i858. The two formed a partnership and openeda 
mine south of where Beacon now is, while the latter supported the 
two by working for Wilkinson Bros., who bought out Dascom. 
When their mine was opened they began selling to Roop. They 
paid Samuel Ingalls, the owner of the land, 2} cents per bushel 
royalty and got a price of 7 cents. They paid their miners $1 per 
week in money, giving them store orders and board for the remain- 
der. Their day hands they paid 50 cents a day. 

In 1862-3 Dan and Wash Logue came over from Washington 
county and opened a mine at Beacon. Then came a war on rates 
between them and Burdess. They sold coal for 3 cents a bushel.- 
People came a hundred miles after coal. Its cheapness induced 


the people to put in coal ‘stoves and the result was that the next 
year Burdess employed twenty miners. 

In 1864 the Des Moines Valley Railroad was built through 
Beacon and the mines immediately began shipping coal. John 
Burdess shipped the first car load that year, sending it to Keokuk. 
360 bushels made a car load in those days. John G, Jones‘and 
Hiram Price began shipping coal from Beacon in 1864, R. D- 
Hurd and R. W. Rhodifer, officers of the railroad did considerable 
shipping. 

The first heavy mining operations were conducted by H. W. 
McNeil; in 1873 he became interested in the Iowa Central Coal 
Co. This company soon absorbed the Hardin, the Mahaska Coal 
Co., and the Southern Coal Co. They next took in the Black 
Diamond mine, organized as the Consolidation Coal Co., which in 
1877 bought the Mahaska County Coal Company, then they had 
1,600 acres of coal land. In 1576 they mined 13,000 cars of coal. 
In 1881 the stock of this company was sold to the Chicago & 
Northwestern Ry. for $500,000 in cash. The Northwestern has 
since operated the mine and has made other purchases. Their 
several shafts support a population of nearly 2,000, and they have 
numerous stores and buildings for the accommodation of their 
employes. Since then Mahaska county has been noted for its 
heavy mining operations. 

In 1889 the Oskaloosa Coal and Mining Co. was formed and 
leased the Blind Robin,’ calling it No. 1. Nos. 2, 3 and 4 were 
opened shortly after. The miners, and those depending on their 
trade, make Beacon a city of 1,500 inhabitants. A branch of the 
Iowa Central was ran in at the time the mines were opened, The 
Des Moines Valley Division of the C., R. I. & P. runs through the 
place. The Colon and Lost Creek Mines are described on another 
page. They maintain a population of nearly a thousand each. At 
Pekay, on the Iowa Central, the Whitebreast Fuel Co. has a fine 
shaft. The American Coal Co., with postoffice at Evans, on the 
C., R. L. & P. railway, five miles west of Oskaloosa, has one of the 
finest mines in the state. It has modern machinery and is finely 
equipped. W. A. McNeil is general manager. There are numerous 
small mines in the county, but whose aggregate product is very large. 
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SCENES ILLUSTRATING THE COAL MINING INDUSTRY IN MAHASKA COUNTY 


Carbonado.#Coal.zCo. 


BOUT three miles east of Oskaloosa lies one of the 
typical coal mining towns of the district, which is call- 
ed Carbonado. In and around here are the several 
shafts of the Carbonado Coal Co., which until last 

At that 

time, the present company, which includes the Messrs. Shep- 


November, were known as the Excelsior Coal Co. 


pard and Geo. H. Ramsey, purchased the interest of the old 
The illustra- 
tion shown elsewhere is one of their principal shafts, and 


company and now own and operate the mines. 


the center illustration on the opposite page shows the com- 
pany store. This store has been for years conducted by F. 
M. Sheppard and his brothers W. C. and C. C. Sheppard. 
The latter gentlemen having purchased the interest of Mr. C. 
Leighton, the former partner of Mr. Frank Sheppard. The 
store building is 44 x 100 feet, two stories and basement, and 
is ironclad. The basement has a driveway extending through 
it for the purpose of unloading goods. A general stock of 
merchandise is carried, and in addition they have a double 
flour and feed house 30x 40 feet, also ironclad, in which they 
In the 


cellar they store from 2,500 to 3,000 bushels of potatoes 


carry from two to three car loads of flour and feed. 


and corresponding amounts of other vegetables and fruits and 
canned goods. 

Mr. Geo. H. Ramsey, who for years has been the Super- 
intendent of these mines, has his office near the shaft shown 
A biographical sketch of both he and Messrs. 
Sheppard appears elsewhere. 


on other page. 








w A. B. Little 


(¢ LACK Diamond"’ and ‘‘Hickory’’ coal are two well 
known brands which come from the mines of A. B. 
Little, whose shafts are illustrated on the opposite 
page. Mr. Little's headquarters are at Coalfield, 
which is about fifteen miles from Oskaloosa, on the lowa 
Central railroad. In this place Mr. L.ittle also conducts an 
extensive general store for the accommodation of miners 
employed at his mines. He produces an excellent quality 
of coal, and the combined capacity of his mines is about 
four hundred tons a day. He is well and favorably known 
throughout this community and is one of Iowa's prominent 
and prosperous coal mine operators. 

The shafts at both Hickory and Coalfield are models as 
to construction, and are arranged with every convenience for 
handling the output as it is dug and brought to the surface. 
These mines are being worked to their full capacity, and the 


quality of the coal is excellent. 
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THE COMPANY STORE 
CARBONADO. 









































. B. LITTLE’S MINE, 
No. 1, Coalfield, Jowa 


A. B. LITTLE’S MINE, 
No. 2, Hickory, lowa 


., CLEAN - COAL .. 








BOUT four miles south of Oskaloosa is the shaft of the 
Iowa Fuel Co., commonly known as Colon. Is is 
on a spur of the C. & N. W. railway, and gets its 
mail through this city. The company owns 
132 acres of coal land and has leases 
+S on enough more to make a block of 400 
acres, part of the old Excelsior field. 
The vein of coal is the largest in Iowa, running from four to seven 
feet in thickness, averaging five and a half feet. They have a fine 
shaft and hoisting plant and an endless rope haulage in the mine. 
They market three grades of coal, lump, nut and steam, all of fine 
quality. Their capacity is 700 tons of lump per day. On an 
average they work two hundred and fifty men the year around. 
They have a good school, for which the company gave the ground 
and a bonus of $100. There are one hundred good houses for 
miners, besides other private residences. FF. C. Lofland & Co. 
have an excellent store there. Most of their coal goes to the 
Chicago & Northwestern railway. To all their trade they deliver 
invariably what their trademark indicates. The elective officers 
of this company are: H. L. Spencer, president; W. Esgen, vice- 
president; C. E. Lofland, secretary and treasurer, with offices on 
North Market street. 





The Lost Creek Fuel Company have one of the best equipped 
mines in the district, located about twelve miles south of this city. 
It has been running but a year, but has a fine trade and is making 
a reputation for 


w Clean.2Coal 2 


It owns 80 acres of coal land, surrounding which is 370 acres of 
coal land on which the company have leases. They are working 
two hundred and fifty men, and have a capacity of 700 or 800 tons 
a day. They own seven miles of railroad connecting with the 
Iowa Central and are also on a spur of the B. & W. They have 
recently erected one hundred and fifty houses for the miners. The 
little city is located very pleasantly and has been said to be the 
prettiest mining camp in Iowa. They have a postoffice, a store, 
owned by the G. E. Fraker Co., and will soon have a school, 
which will be attended by several hundred pupils. The elective 
officers of this company are O. S. Ellis, president; H. C. Moore, 
vice-president; F. E. Green, secretary; C. E. Lofland, treas. The 


executive officers of both mines are E. C. Smith, general manager; 
Mark Moorman, superintendent; F. C. Lofland, purchasing agent; 
F. W. Esgen, cashier. 
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& The. Railroads.2 


SKALOOSA is reached directly by three great railroad lines: the Iowa Central; the “ Burlington Route’’, over the Burlington & 
() Western Branch, and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, while within close touch are the Chicago & Northwestern and the 
Wabash line. This affords the city and tributary mining towns excellent shipping facilities for the largest product of Mahaska 
county—coal. This also compels competition in the matter of freight rates, which is an advantage to any community. We shall 
touch briefly on the three lines which connect directly with Oskaloosa, and which have largely helped in making this a thriving and 


industrious City. 
“THE BURLINGTON ROUTE.” 


World-wide is the reputation of this great railroad system, and it may be truthfully said that the Burlington Route, through its 
well equipped narrow-gauge branch, the Burlington and Western, has done much for Oskaloosa, and this road and the officials occupy 








a warm place in the hearts of the citizens and business men of the community. This, of course, means that the road enjoys its full 
share of the traffic, both freight and passenger. The B. & W. was the first road'to establish a fast freight line into Oskaloosa, and 
while the road is a narrow-gauge system, the freight is not transferred but the loaded car-bodies are lifted from the narrow to the broad- 
gauge trucks. The B. & W. runs side tracks to the productive Lost Creek and Long Bros.’ mines near the city. 

The business of the B. & W at this end of the road is in the hands of the hardworking and affable general agent, William S. Bell, 
who is a railroad man in every sense of the word. Mr. Bell was born in Oskaloosa in 1865 and after receiving his education he began 
railroading as an operator on the Iowa Central, at Muchakinock, where he remained five years, and for three years following was 
agent at several different points on the Iowa Central. He began working for the B. & W. in 1889, as operator and clerk at this point 
and was made local agent in 1891, and in 1895 was promoted to the position of general agent. Mr. Bell served two years as a member 
of the city council. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and has a host of friends. 


At a considerable expenditure of money by the B. & W. Ry, Co., Trite’s Park has been made a beautiful place for a day's outing. 
Situated as it is on the banks of the Chicauqua river and shaded by the foliage of the monarch of the forest, through which the rays of 
old Sol cannot penetrate when in his fiercest sammer mood. Nature haying done its part, it was no more than fit that artifice should 
be brought into play, transforming it into an Eden where enjoyments of all kinds should abound. To this end skiffs in abundance, as 
well as the steam yacht, are moored on the banks of the river. Swings and hammocks for all, a fine duck tent 75 X 45 feet, capable of 
holding five hundred people; etc, It is the intention to add new attractions for the season of 1897. A toboggan slide into the river 
will be among them. Owing to the demand on us for dates, we would respectfully ask that Sunday Schools and Societies of all kinds 
advise the local agent a week or two in advance as to the date they wish reserved for the park. This is necessary to prevent clashing. 
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COPROCK FOREST—TRITE’S PARK, THE POPULAR PICNIC AND SUMMER RESORT OF B. & W. Ry. 


The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Ry. 

One of the picturesque buildings of this locality is the neat 
and cozy passenger depot of the C., R. I. & P. Ry., which is illus- 
trated on another page. This road furnishes Oskaloosa direct 
communication with Des Moines, and is also a favorite route to 
Chicago from this point. The freight and passenger service is 
excellent and the volume of Oskaloosa business given this road is 
large. No more proficient 
or popular railroad man than 
W. H.Walker is to be found 
in this city. Mr. Walker 
was born in Missouri in 1862. 
He came to Jefferson county, 
Iowa, when a boy, where he 
received his early education; 
in 1880 he began working 
for the Rock Island at Olivet. 
In 1881 he was made station 
master at Harvey where he 
years. He 
Oskaloosa, 
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remained two 
then came to 
where he occupied various 
positions with the Rock Is- 
land, until 1893, when he 
became agent. His duties 
here are arduous and he has 
large responsibilities. Mr. 
Walker has done much since 
he was put in his present WM. 8; BELL, 

position to make the road Gen. Agt B. & W. and B. & N. W. 
one of the most popular with its Oskaloosa patrons. 


The Iowa Central Railroad 


Oskaloosa being one of the most important stations on the 
main line of the Iowa Central railroad, it stands to reason that 
this road handles the largest share of the local freight and passen- 
ger traffic. The facilities which the road offers and the aggressive 
manner in which it goes after business is responsible for this. 





CAPT, E. L. SHINKLE, 
Gen. Agt. Iowa Central. 


There is an energy and hustle about the officials of this favorite road 
which is much commented upon by the traveling public in general 
and all railroad men in particular. The side tracks of the Iowa 
Central run to a number of the best mines in the Iowa coal fields. 
Oskaloosa has been much favored by the management of this road 
in the past, and if Dame Rumor is correct, there are many good 
things in store for this city in the future which will have their 
source through some import- 

ki: ant changes in the location 
of certain departments of this 
enterprising railroad corpo- 
ration. The local and gen- 
eral agent of this road is one 
of Oskaloosa’s most highly 


respected and well known 
citizens, Captain Eugene L. 
Shinkle, who is a native of 
the blue grass region, having 
been born at Covington, Ky. 
1852. He received his edu- 
the schools of his 
native city and at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


perience was in the grocery 


cation in 
His first business ex- 


ts . . . 
wre, line, in 1867, which he for- 
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W. H. WALKER, 
Agt. OR, 1. & P. 


Golden Crown a few years later and followed this fascinating life 
until July, 1885, when he became Chief Deputy Clerk of Internal 
Revenue at Cincinnati, and in 1890 he came west as traveling pas- 


came Captain of the steamer 


He was appointed local agent 
He is an official of 
unquestioned ability, and has gained for himself many friends by 
his courteous treatment of those with whom he deals. 


senger agent of the Iowa Central. 
in 1892 and 1894 was made General Agent. 


«» © FRED BlbATTNER > 
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NE of the successful business men is Fred Blattner, who conducts the largest ice business of the city, and is also agent for the Anheuser— 


Busch Brewing Association. Fred was borr in Oskaloosa, June 22, 1861. He received his education in the schools here and at Oskaloosa 


®) 
College and afterwards worked at the brewery. Upon the death of Chas. Blattner, he took charge of the business and has continued it since. 


erest of the heirs of the estate he is now sole proprietor. fred is a great hustler and has the reputation of never failing 


Having purchased the int 
His ice plant is illustrated elsewhere 


to supply his customers with ice. He has maintained this standing through the ice famines of late years. 


and he cuts his ice just one-half mile above the water works, thus securing the finest ice from the main river channel. He is one of the brew- 


ing company’s most successful agents and in 1895 he received a fine gold watch valued at $250 and a check for $150 to divide among his 


employees as one of ten prizes offered by the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association to its agents for the prompt return of empty kegs. 
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INTERIOR L. H. MEYER’S TAILORING ESTABLISHMENT. 


H. M. VAN VLIET, Wholesale and Retail Liquors 





The above reproduction from a sketch prepared by Mr. 
Coolidge himself, is a good example of his skill and originality as 
an artistic sign writer. Walter C. Coolidge is a native of Glen- 
He came to Oskaloosa in 1885, 


He began the 


wood, Iowa, born there in 1870. 
and has attended Penn College five or six terms. 
painting business with H. C. Klingman as a carriage painter. He 
began his present business in a small way, and by hard work, strict 
attention to business, and artistic ability, he has increased his 
patronage until he now commands the greater portion of the sign 
work of the city. He is located on West High Avenue, over GG. 
Pike's drug store. 


H. M. Van Vliet 

Mr. Van Vliet is the genial agent for the Joseph Schlitz 
Brewing Co., of Milwaukee, and conducts as well two retail liquor 
establishments on West High Avenue, known as “Woodbine’’ and 
Senate,’ the latter is presided over by his son. Ina wholesale 
way Mr. Van Vliet commands a large patronage from the family 
trade of this city and outside towns. He is a man that is promi- 
nent in business circles, and has a host of friends. All telephone 


or mail orders are given prompt attention. 


L. H. Meyer 


Mr. Meyer has been a resident of Oskaloosa for about two 
years, coming here from Lincoln, Nebraska. He is a gentleman 
whose connection with public enterprise and best interests of his 
former city was of a most satisfactory character, as has been his 
citizenship here. Mr. Meyer employs none but first-class work- 
men, and no article is allowed to leave the store without it is 
satisfactory to the customer, and for good goods and low prices he 
has no superior in the city. There are none in Oskaloosa, or 
indeed in Mahaska county, who are better versed in the tailoring 
business than Mr. Meyer, and by the application of correct and 
intelligent trade principles he has built up a most prosperous busi- 
ness. He carries an excellent line of woolens, the finest to be had 
on the market, and from them elegant suits in all styles are made 
to order at prices as low as the lowest. Mr. Meyer is enterprising 
and always tries to please his many customers. He makes clothing 
to order here as cheap as they are to be had at any of the 
clothing stores. Mr. Meyers calling is to clothe his fellow citizens 
in clothing of the latest style and most perfect fit and appearance, 


This he is doing to the complete satisfaction of all. 


Leighton & Perry 
Leighton & Perry, job printers, have a good office on South A 
street, in the Wightman block. 
is excellent, and their other facilities for doing work are of the 
best. 
ticeship with the Herald and became foreman of the job office and 


Their equipment and machinery 
Wm. M. Leighton, its senior member, served his appren- 
finally a part owner. John Perry is a printer of long experience 
and practical ability. He was for years an employe of the Herald 
office. Both gentlemen are highly respected and are doing a 


good business. 


The.z Oskaloosa. Hospital 


FOR THE CURE OF EPILEPSY, CONSUMPTION, CATARRH, CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM, ALL CHRONIC DISEASES AND 
DISEASES OF WOMEN. 


This excellent institution is conducted by Dr. J. S. Henderson and Prof. L. E. Allen. Its 
fame is fast extending, and when the statement is made that more cures of Epilepsy have been 
effected right here than at any other hospital in the world. nothing but the truth is stated. This 
can be proven by not only the patients and their friends, but by the most responsible citizens of 
Oskaloosa The gentlemen conducting this establishment do not lay claim to any mysterious 
power derived from the supernatural in effecting a positive and certain cure in each and every 
case of this dreadful disease, but simply state by long study, research and experimenting, they 
have discovered a treatment which will stop immediately and cure permanently any case of this 
disease, whether it has been recently developed or is of thirty years or more standing All that 
they require is that the patient be placed in the hospital, there to remain fora period of not less 
than two months. This is one of the positive rules under which every patient is received anda 
cure undertaken, Within a limited number of hours after the patient has arrived the spasms are 

stopped, regardless of whether 
- = the patient has been attacked by 
spasms only twice a_week or 
many times a day. They are 
stopped immediately and the ter- 
rible effect on the mind and body 
of the patient is thus destroyed. 








other states. 





consists of magnetic, galvanic and faradic. 








XN RAY PICTURE OF A HUMAN HAND 
Made by Prof. E. H. Gifford, of Penn College 











r the watchful eye of the physician at all hours 
c basis derived from a long experience. 
disease repaired and the patient strengthened 
by patients from this and 


The patient, being a constant inmate of the hospital, is unde 
and is dieted and the disease treated from a purely scientifi 
patient’s whole system is treated, the damaging effect of the 
and made well. At the present writing the hospital is crowded to overflowing 


X Ray Department. The hospital is fully equipped with all nece 
X Ray exposures. This wonderful discovery is a great aid to the sur, 
juries as well as assisting in the correct diagnosis of v 
an X Ray picture of a human hand under which was placed a key. 
ment of the hospital by Prof. E. H. Gifford, who has charge of this department of the hospit 

Other Diseases Treated. Besides successfully 
Catarrh, Chronic Rheumatism and diseases of women are either positively cured or the p 
benefited In treatment of Consumption or Rhe 
being inclosed in thiS and medicated steam and 
the entire system, the patient thus feeling invigorated and benefited trom the start. 


ssary paraphernalia for making 
in locating fractures and in- 
The accompanying illustration is 
This was made in the X Ray depart- 


arious diseases. 


Epilepsy, all cases of Consumption, 
atient greatly 
umatism a McIntosh Steam Cabinet is used. The patient 
electricity applied to the body in such a manner as to affect 
The electric treatment 


are tised whereby medi- 
th the nature and progress of 
coveries made by the doctor after years of study. 
ed at this institution 


In cases of Catatrh and Throat troubles, various devices and instruments 
cated steam is inhaled by the patient. This system of inhalation varies wi 
the disease and the medicines used are dis 
Catarrh or Throat trouble can fail to be entirely cured or greatly benefit 
diseases and diseases of women the hospital has been wonderfully successful in effecting cures. 
tricity enters largely into the treatment of all fem 
at liberty to room and board where they please, 


In all cases, excepting Epilepsy, the patients are at !! 
uniform charge of $25.00 per month is made to all 


coming regularly to the hospital for treatment. 
patients. This covers both treatment and medicines used. 


Address all communications to 


The Oskaloosa Hospital, 
. OSKALOOSA, IOWA 


2 BIOGRAPHICAL 


B. F, Andrews, M. D, 


Our subject was born in Jefferson county, lowa, in 
1864. His education was received in the public schools; 
in the Pleasant Plain Academy; in the Oskaloosa Busi- 
ness College. and in Penn College, from which he 
graduated in 1891, with the degree ot B. S. He studied 
medicine one year at the State University of lowa, and 
two years at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Chicago, graduating in 1894. He immediately re- 
tummed to Oskaloosa and opened an office. He has 
been a thorough, hard-working student and a success- 
ful practitioner. Dr. Andrews is now Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Oskaloosa Medical Association. 


Ellsworth Arford 


The business of the local branch of the Standard Oil 
Co. is in the hands of a capable and: trustworthy man- 
ager in the person of our subject. Mr, Ellsworth Arford. 
He was born in Daviess county, Indiana, October 22. 
1861, and his education was obtained in the public 
schools of Washington in the same state. In 1884 he 
entered the employ of the Standard Oil Co. as sales- 
man, and after a few vears of active work in this capa- 
city, he was, in 1892, promoted to the management ot 
the branch at this place. Mr. Arford is a popular and 
well liked representative of this great corporation. 


Sam, Baldauf 


No resident of this community is more widely and 
favorably known than is Sam. Baldauf, the merchant 
prince of this city, in the dry goods line. He was born 
in Bavaria, Germany, December 20, 1848, and received 
his education in the schools of his native land. In 
October, 1866, he located in Oskaloosa, and from a 
humble beginning, built up the leading business in his 
line in the citv. For years ‘* Baldauf's” has been the 
pre-eminent establishment of its kind in this and many 
surrounding counties. Mr. Baldauf is one of those 
proad-gauge, high-minded men of affairs, whom nature 
has endowed with qualities that always bring them to 
the front In whatever vocation they follow. In another 
place is a mention of his store proper. 








? ; — 
J. C. Barringer, M. D. 

J.C. Barringer, M. D., was born in Washington 
county, Ohio, in 1849. His higher literary education 
he received at Marrietta College. Attwenty he entered 
the office of Dr. B. F. Culver. surgeon of the r4th Ohio, 
studied several years and graduated from Sterling 
Medical College. He began practice in Williamsburg, 
Va. In 1376 he came to Oskaloosa where he opened 
an office. He was, for several years, surgeon of the 
Consolidation Coal Co. and was also surgeon for the 
American Coal Co. and lowa Central Coal Co. He was 
Secretary of the Mahaska County Medical Association 
for ten years, and was coroner of the county several 
terms. He was Secretary of the Washington County 
Medical Association (Ohio) and represented that county 
inthe State Medical Society. He is now Assistant 
Surgeon of the Third Regiment, lowa National Guard, 
with the rank of Captain. 


Rey. John M. Baugh 


Rev. John M. Baugh was born in Highland county, 
Ohio, and came to Mahaska county jn 1849. He at- 
tended district school, and later, Washington College. 
lowa, under the United Presbyterian Church. He 
next entered the college at Monmouth, Illinois, the 
leading educational institution of the United Presbyter- 
ian Church, where he began his divinity studies. At 
the breaking out of the rebellion he returned to Oska- 
loosa and assisted in raising a company which was 
made Co. K. Thirty-third lowa Volunteer Infantry, of 
which he was made Second Lieutenant and later pro- 
moted to Captain. He served several years, a sun- 
stroke incapacitated him for field service and he was 
relieved of his command and placed in charge of de- 
tached troops. He helped organize the republicanjparty 
in Mahaska county. At the close of the war he re- 
entered Monmouth College, and on his graduation was 
called to the United Presbyterian Church at Blooming- 
ton, Illinois. He was soon after called to the First United 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago. Because of liberal 
thought, he was drawn into a controversy which ended 
in his joining the Presbyterians, and he was directly 
called to the North Presbyterian Church, of Blooming- 
ton. Seventeen years ago he was called to the Presby- 


terian Church of this city, Where his work has been 
most successful. The church is prosperous, has 4 fine 
building and is growing In numbers. 


Louis Baumgart 


One of our substantial and respected citizens is Ald- 
erman Louis Baumgart. He was born in Germany, 
May 6, 1533, and came to America in 1838, settling at 
Troy, New York, where he learned the carpenter trade, 
He remained there until 1853, when he went to Sagl- 
naw, Michigan, at which place he cast his first vote for 
the republican ticket in 185g, He lived in Saginaw 
until 1862, when he came to Oskaloosa, He farmed In 
this county a number of years and then settled in the 
city to engage in the bakery and restarrant business, 
which he continued until 1894, when he retired. Mr 
Baumgart takes pride in Oskaloosa, and has never 
failed to assist in helping make the city what it is. He 
was elected to the city council in the spring of 1893, 
from the first ward, in which is located his cozy home, 
illustrated herein. He was Secretary of the Oskaloosa 
Odd Fellows Protective Association for about six years, 
He married Miss Barbara Kofka while a resident of 
Saginaw, Mich. They are blessed with six children: 
five daughters and one son, 


E. B. Beaudry, M. D, 


One of the prominent physicians of Oskaloosa Is Dr, 
Elmer B. Beaudry, who is a native of New York state, 
born there in 186. His early education was received 
in the schools of that state, and later he entered the 
University of New York City, from which he graduated 
with honor in 1853. He then spent a vear in Bellevue 
Hospital, N.Y, Deciding to cast his fortune with the 
west, he located at Rose Hill, lowa, where be practiced 
until 1889, when he sought a broader field and came to 
Oskaloosa. Since then he has built up a large and re- 
munerative practice. Dr. Beaudry Is the medical mem- 
ber of the County Insane Commission and special ex- 
aminer for the Penn Mutual Life Association, of Phila- 
delphia; the Northwestern Life ot Milwaukee; the 
Nederland Lite of Amsterdam, Holland, and others. He 
is also a member of the Des Moines Valley, lowa State 
and Hot Springs, S. D. Medical Societies 


Cyrus Beede 


The subject of this sketch isa native of Sandwich, 
New Hampshire. born there November 28, 1828. He 
was raised On a farm, and received his education at 
home and at Providence, R. |.. after which he taught 
school, tn the spring of 1353 he came to Oskaloosit, 
returning east in the fall of the same year to become a 
member of the manufacturing firm of S. Dillingham & 
Co.. and was connected with the wholesale house in 
New Yorks City. Mr. Beede now resides on his farm 
near Oskaloosa, and is treasurer of Penn College, an 
institution In Which he has taken an active interest 
He at one thie Was school director in Fallsmouth. 
Massachusetts, also lias been a member of school 
board at Oskaloosa, lowa, Was at one time member 
and president at city council, Minneapolis, Minn., at 
which place was engaged in real estate and banking 
business WIIhtR. J. Mendenhall, as partner, under firm 
name of Beede & Mendenhall Ih 60 he came to 
Oskaloosa again, just in season tu vote far Abraham 
Lincoln tor President Was the first cashier of the 
First National: Bank, of Oskaloosa, and afterwards 
became cashier of the National State Bank, of Oska- 
loosa. About the year ioc he became chiel clerk in 
the office of the superintendent of Indian attairs, having 
jurisdiction over the lndians of Kansas and the Indian 
Territory. In t870 he became U. 5. Indian agent for 
the Osages and Kaws, or Kansas Indians; later became 
aspeclal Indian agent. liable to be sent to any part of 
the country where Indians were located; Jater assisted 
as one of the commissioners in negotiating with the 
Pah-Ute Indians of Pyramid Lake Agency, Nevada, 
for surrender of a portion of their lands, and subse- 
quently was appointed one of the commissioners to 
treat with the Nez Pera Indians for a portion of their 
lands, 


John H. Bell 


The subject of this sketch (s the efficient manager of 
the new Home Telephone Co. He was born in 
Rochester, Indiana, in r863. After attending the pub- 
lic schools he became an engineer, and worked In the 
government service on the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers, He became interested in electricity, and learn- 
ing this profession he, in 1885, took charge of the 
construction work tor the Thompson-Houston Electric 
Lighting Co., In the state of Indiana, In 18900 he 
became superintendent of the Bedford, Indiana Electric 
Light and Power Co., where he made a reputation as 


a successful manager. When the enterprising local 
gentlemen formed the popular Home Telephone Co, 
Mr. Bell was recommended and became manager. He 
came here for that purpose in August, 1895, and has 
won a host of triends by his cleverness. 


A. G. Berkey 


Born in Baltimore, Ohio, in 1842, Mr Berkey came 
to Oskaloosa In the tail of 1855. He was educated 
here, and jn 865 began business in the grocery and 
queensware line, al Red Oak, lowa, and upon being 
burned out one year later he went to Bedford, lowa, 
Where he was engaged in the same line tor ten vears. 
He and Mr. E. H. Fierz are now conducting the grocery 
and meat market at 717 East Third Avenue, in this citv. 


Hon. Lucien C. Blanchard 

ludge Lucien ( Blanchard was born in Lewis 
county, New Yurk, in r830. He was lett an orphan at 
five, and has made his own wav through life and isa 
splendid example ol the self-made American After 
voing to school and teaching, in 1858 he took a twa 
years’ course at Mt. Mortis, (IIL) seminary. Later he 
was mining in Colorado, and the winter of 1860-61 he 
taught school in Jasper county. He enlisted as private 
in Company K, 28th lowa Vol. Infantry, serving about 
two years. In 1864 he began a law course in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. graduating in 1566. He began 
practicing law in Montezuma. lowa, the same year. 
li) 7867 he was appointed judge of the county court and 
was elected to the same office the next fall. In 2868 he 
was elected judge ot the circuit, including Powesniek, 
Washington, Keokuk and Jefferson counties Four 
years luter he was elected judge of the circuit. which 
was enlarged by the addition of Jasper, Marion and 
Mahaska counties. Four vears Jater he was again 
re-elected, thus serving twelve years. He declined 
a re-nomination and moved to Oskaloosa and resumed 
the practice of law, in which he has been successful. 
He was elected state senator from Mahaska county, in 
1893, and re-elected in t895. He has been a prominent 
figure in Republican politics and a faithful representa- 
tive of the people. 


Leslie C. Bolton 


Leslie ©. Bolton was born in Mahaska county, 
December 12, 1869, and came to Oskaloosa with his 
parents in 1872. He received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of this city, and later graduated with honors 
from Cornell University, N. Y. In 1893 he began the 


study of law and was admitted to the bar in January, 
1896. Upon his admittance to practice he formed a 
partnership with his tather, J. B. Bolton, under the firm 
name of Bolton & Bolton. He is a young man of 
marked ability and great force of character, and has 
already gained a reputation as a most able lawyer, and 
is in demand this early in his career. 


James B. Bolton 


James B. Bolton was born in Knox county, Ohio, in 
1840. Here he lived until he was twenty-three. He 
graduated from Martinsburg seminary, and taught two 
years as assistant. He took a course in Kenyon 
College. He read law six months with a law firm of 
Mt. Vernon and then came to Poweshiek county, lowa, 
where he went to work on a farm. He continued 
teaching and studying Jaw until 1871, when he was 
admitted to the Mahaska county bar. In 1874 he 
formed a partnership with Ben McCoy, now judge of 
the sixth district, known as Bolton & McCoy. He has 
had a very successful practice and has a great reputa- 
tion as a criminal lawyer. His early political associa- 
tions were with the Republican party, but in later life 
he has been a democrat, and in r896 was made county 
chairman. Heis adluent speaker and a great organizer. 


Thomas K. Brewster, D. D. S, 


Thomas K. Brewster, D. D. S., was born in Belle- 
ville, Green county, Ohio, in 1828. Mr. Brewster 
went to Dayton ta study dentistry, and finally gradu- 
ated from the dental college of Cincinnati in 1852. He 
returned to Dayton and began the practice of his pro- 
fession. The Brewsters were all strong abolitionists 
and Dayton and southern Ohio saw stirring incidents. 
Several times the national guard, of which Dr. Brew- 
ster was a member, was called out to suppress political 
riot, once being the attempted burning of the city by the 
Knihts of the Golden Circle. Company A, 13«st Regi- 
ment, went out on the one hundred day service and did 
such good as to call forth special commendation trom 
President Lincoln. In 2874 he moved to Oskaloosa 
and has since practiced here. 


M. D. Burket 


Marquis DeLafayette Burket was born in Henry 
county, Indiana, June 10, 1848, and came to Mahaska 
county in 1854, his parents settling in Richland town- 
ship. He received his education at Oskaloosa college, 
graduating from that seat of learning in 18€8. At the 
early age of fifteen he enlisted in Company E, 33d 


Regiment lowa Infantry Volunteers, and served his 
country until the end of the war. He was mustered 
out at Houston, Texas, August 15: 1865. After he had 
received his education he started in the harness busi- 
nessin 1875. He served as mavor at New Sharon two 
terms, and in 1889 waselected county auditor, removing 
to this city, where he has since resided, 


James Carroll 

Born in Washington county, Pa., in 1356, our sub- 
ject moved to Oskaloosa in 1868- He received his 
education in the schools of this city and graduated 
from Penn College in 1380, after which he read law in 
the office of L. C. Blanchard, and in 1883 began practic- 
ing his profession. Mr. Carroll is an active republican, 
and was elected county attorney in 1893. and re-elected 
last November. 


Chas, H. Carlon 


fhe junior member of the firm of Geo. H. Carlon 
& Son was born at Kirkwood, Il, February 24, 1575. 
He came !o Oskaloosa with his parents in 1881, and 
received his education here- He entered into business 
with his father in 2594, and is one of the hard working 
and popular young buiness mien of the city. 


Geo, H. Carlon 
The leading flour. feed and building material busi- 
ness of the city is conducted under the firm style of 
Geo. H. Carlon & Son, of which our subject is the 
founder and senior partner. Mr. Carlon was born at 
Mercer. Penn.. July 20. 1850. His education was 
received at Monmouth, Ill, and in r88r he came to 
Oskaloosa and engaged in the business of a contractor 
and builder. He established his present business in 
7888. Mr. Carlon is one of the business men of Oska- 
ioosa who are always keenly alive to aid any enter- 
prise of benefit to the town. He is prominently identi- 

fied with the Central M. E. church. 


A. L. Comstock 


A. L. Comstock, principal of Grant school, fourth 
ward, was born in Neosho county, Kansas, December 
6, 1869. His parents, Winfield S. and Lucretia E. 
Gemstock, came from Warren county, Pa., and now 
residesin Eagle Grove, lowa. He is a graduate of the 
lowa State Normal School, class 1893, having pre- 
viously had three years experience teaching in the 
schools of Wright county, lowa. He holds a state cer- 
tificate. He was for three years principal of Webster 


school, third ward, and last summer was given the 
principalship of Grant school. 


May E. Chillson 


Miss May E. Chillson, the supervisor of kindergar- 
tens in the city schools, was born in Providence. R. 1, 
October 19, 1867. She is the daughter of Allen Chill- 
son, deceased, and Cordelia A. Chillson, now living in 
Hillsdale. Mich. She received her higher education 
and protessional training in Hillsdale. Mich., College, 
and the Hailman Kindergarten training school. She 
taught two years in grade work in Michigan and Ken- 
tucky, and was for three years in charge of a kinder- 
garten in Michigan. Three vears ago last September 
she began as superintendent of kindergartens in this 
citv. 

Thomas Davis 

One of the genial deputy sheriffs of Mahaska county 
is Tom Davis, who was born in Staffordshire. Eng., in 
1842. He was educated in his native country and 
came to Mahaska county in 1569. For years he fol. 
lowed the occupation of a miner, and three years ago 
became a deputy sheriff ander Tom Price. Mr. Davis 
is martied and has a family of seven sons and one 
daughter. 

Stephen DeKoch 


Stephen DeKoch was born December 14, 1838, in the 
kingdom of Holland, and emigrated with his parents 
to this country in 1856, They settied in Marion 
county, on a farm, and have been exceedingly prosper- 
dus. In 1862 he enlisted in Company G, 33d Jowa. Vol. 
Infantry, and served until the close of the war. He 
was wounded April 30, 1864, at the battle of Seline 
river, Ark. He returned to the farm, and, continuing 
his work, is now in prosperous circumstances. His 
known integrity and business ability led to his noml- 
nation and election to the board of supervisors of 
Mahaska county. 


Oliver E, Dixon 


Oliver E Dixon, principal of high school, was born 
April 24, 1866, at Amo, Ind. His parents were also of 
‘Hoosier’ birth. He received his earlier schooling in 
the public schools of Amo, completed high school at 
Lynnville, lowa, taught two terms, then entered Penn 
College and completed with the degree of Ph. B. Going 
to Ohio he taught one year in an acadamy, and was 
then called to the principalship of Tonganoxie Acadamy, 
in Kansas, where he remained two years. He was 


then elected principal of Lincaln School, ot this city, 
and after two years was made principal of high school, 
which position he occupies at present 


S, J. Dutton 


S.J. Dutton was born June 17, 1535, in Marietta, 
Ohio. In e858, aller learning the carpenter trade, he 
began business us a builder and manufacturer of sash, 
doors, etc. At the beginning of the war he joined the 
army and served with honor and distinction, {n 1866 
he came to Oskaloasa and Started a wholesale and 
retail crockery business in connection with a retail 
grocery, The business is now of large proportions, 
numeraus traveling representatives being employed. 
Mr, Dutton served tWo wears on the city council, 
accepting no pay, He Is past commander of Phil 
Kearney Post, G. A. R., and attended the natlonal 
encampment at Columbus, Milwaukee, Boston, Detroit, 
Washington, D. C., Pittsburg, ts delegate of on staff 
of the commander-in-chiel. 


William W. Eby 


Born in Richland county, Ohio. July 21, 142, Mr. 
Eby came to Oskaluosa in 1852 He was educated in 
the schools of Ohio. and in 1865 began farming on his 
father's farm, in Ohio. He was compelled to abandon 
the farm in 256S on account of trouble from a gunshot 
wound received in the service of our country in 1862, 
Mr. Eby is well and favorably known (o all, and as 
deputy county treasurer he makes a courteous and 
painstalting official 


E. H, Fierz 


Born in Switzerland in 1462, Our subject came to this 
country in 1353. He was educated in Wis native land, 
In 1890 he came to Oskaloosa and last October farmed 
his present business connection with Mr. Berkey, and 
they now conduct the grocery and meat market at 717 
Third avenue East. Mr. Fierz is a pushing business 
man, He is a member of the order of Woodmen of the 
World, 

Isaiah Frankel 

Although practically retired trom active business life, 
this much-respected pioneer business man and banker 
has not lost his Interest in the welfare of Oskaloosa. 
He is a native of southern Germany, and was born 
October 14, 1532. After receiving his early education, 
he apprenticed himselt to leatn the cigarmaking trade, 
but at the age of sixteen we find him clerking lv a mer- 
cantile house, where he remained until reaching matur- 


ity, when he came to this country and opened a dry 
godds and clothing house at Washington, Ind. He 
later moved to Macon county. Missouri, and in com- 
pany with Immanuel Bach, he opened a general store 
Four years later the firm came to lowa and in the 
spring of 1861 opened a small clothing store in Oska- 
loosa, In 1872, Mr. Frankel opened a private bank 
upder the stvle ot Frankel, Bach & Co., which is now 
the Frankel State Bank During his long career in 
this'elty, Mr Frankel has been looked upon asa leader 
i) both business and political matters. He was for 
years one of the members ot the city counci) and his 
influence extended to citv, county and state elections. 
Mr. Frankel has always been a man of great public 
spirit and his purse and time have been used liberally 
io advance any legitimate public enterprise. He ts 
heavily Interested in many business affairs both here 
and elsewhere, and his several sons are among the 
prominent business men of the state Mr. Frankel 
was martled in 1864 to Miss Babetta Sheurman, a 
native of Germany. The success and high reputation 
of the mame ot Frankel is due to conservative and 
sound business principles. sterling honesty and the Fact 
thar no misrepresentation has ever been allowed to be 
made by anyone in connection with the Frankel busi- 
ness (nstitutions A sketch of the Frankel Clothing 
House atid illustration of the building appears else- 
whiere. 
Sylvester Greenough 

One of the most noted men of Oskaloosa was Syl- 
vester Greenough, Three of his children, Mrs. A. M. 
Abraham, Mrs. M, A. Converse and Mrs. Carrie Adams, 
survive him, and are held in high estimation. Mr. 
Greenough was born in Canterbury, New Hampshire, 
810, and died In 1888 at his home tn Oskaloosa. He 
travelled all over the United States. When a young 
man he enlisted at New Orleans in the army sent 
against Black Hawks, and afterward went with General 
Scott in the Creek and Seminole Indian war. In Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, he went into the foundry business and 
Jater moved to Burlington. He went into the service 
again when the Mexican war broke out and served 
through the campaign. At the end of the war he 
moved to Oskaloosa, where he was appointed post- 
master, When the war of the rebellion broke out he 
enlisted agaln and served till the end of the war. mak- 
ing for him filteen years service under arms. His last 
vole was cast 1888 (or Cleveland and Weaver, he being 
taken to the polls in a carriage. 


L. M. Hadley 


The present clerk of the-courts of Mahaska county, is 
L. M. Hadley, Heis a native of the Hoosier state, 
born at Fort Wayne. March ro, 1864. He came to 
Oskaloosa with his parents at an early age and received 
his education in the city schools and at the printers’ 
case in the office of the Herald) He was foreman of 
the Herald job office until elected clerk in 1394 and was 
re-elected last November, 


J, Mace Hagan 


Born in Bureau county, Ml, in 1856, and at the age 
of to came to Mahaska county with his parents. where 
he farmed until he was grown to manhood. He wasa 
very successful salesman for different farm implement 
manutacturers for several vears, but quit this to go out 
west, where he farmed for some time, returning to 
Oskaloosa in 1871, He engaged in the restaurant 
business for three vears, and then worked for the water 
company for some ten or twelve veats He Was fiven 
a present of $100 for successfully sinking the well at 
the waterworks in 1892. after tepeated failures had 
been made by others (nicksand had to be overcome, 
and Mr. Hagan’s ingenuity accomplished the teat. He 
is now in the livery business and manages Hagan’s 
White Elephant Barn 


C. H. Hare, D.D.S, 


C, H. Hare, D. D. S., was born in Burlington in 
1866 in the old Zion parsonage. His father was a 
Methodist minister, well known in southeastern lowa, 
After graduating from the high school of Mt. Pleasant, 
he attended the dental department of lowa City, grad- 
uating in 1887. He located in Knoxville, lowa. where 
he remained two vears and then came to Oskaloosa, 
He has a fine business and a wide reputation. Dr- 
Hare bas been prominent in local politics and was 
president of the Sixth District Republican club- He 
has been active in musical circles, has been conductor 
of the Congregational church choir, and possesses a 
bass voice of remarkably good quality. 


E. R. Hatcher 


One of the members of the board of county supervi- 
sors is Mr. E. R. Hatcher, who was born in Portage 
county, Ohio, May ro, 1843. In 1556 he came to Ma- 
haska county, and was educated at Indianapolis, 
lowa, and at Oskaloosa College. He began farming 
as soon as he was large enough to follow the plow. 
He is now engaged in farming, feeding and shipping 


stock. He was elected a member of the county board 
in 1892 and re-elected in 1895. 


E. W. Hearne 


Edward Warren Hearne was born in 1872, in Van 
Buren county, lowa. In 1894, he graduated from the 
lowa Wesleyan University, at Mt. Pleasant, receiving 
the degree of A. B.; while at that school he was quite 
prominet in the cadet regiment, being promoted gradu- 
ally to regiment adjutant. In 1894, he came to Oska- 
loosa as general secretary of the Y. M-C. A, He has 
made of the association a great help to young men and 
has given the utmost of satisfaction. He is well 
adapted to the work and is a general favorite in his 
position. He believes in putting himself in everv place 
where he can benefit young men. With this in view, 
he joined Co. F., of the National Guard and was ap- 
pointed a sergeant. 


Manoah Hedge 


Of the firm of Hedge Bros.. was born in 1546, in 
Coshocton county, Ohio. At twentv he began teach- 
ing. and for twenty vears, except at intervals, when 
attending college, he continued in that line of work. 
In 1886 he was elected superintendent of education of 
Mahaska county, and was re-elected in 1888, serving 
four years. In 1891, with his brother, he formed the 
partnership of Hedge Bros., and purchased the book 
business they now run. Mr. Hedge is greatly inter- 
ested in Christian work, and because of this interest 
and his marked ability and fitness, has occupied many 
positions of honor among Christian societies. He is an 
elder of the Christian church, president of the county 
Sunday School Association, and member ot board of the 
Y.M C. Ay 

Oliver P, Hedge 
was born in 1853 in Coshocton county, Ohio, coming 
to Oskaloosa in 1872, Seven years later he went into 
the grocery business, and continued in this and kindred 
lines until 1897, when with his brother they purchased 
the book and wall paper business at 117 High avenue 
west. This house was established in 1866 and is now 
doing a prosperous business under the name of Hedge 
Bros. Mr. Hedge isa member of the Christian church 
and has been on its board of trustees for twelve years. 
He has a family of eight children and a pleasant home 
which is presided over by his estimable wife who ex- 
tends to her family at all times, the watchful care and 
devotion of a Christian mother's love. Mr. and Mrs. 


Hedge and their lovely children are much respected by 
all. 
John M. Herron 


One of the prominent men of affairs in Oskaloosa is 
Mr. John M. Herron, the secretary of the lowa Masonic 
Benevolent Society. He was born in Ohio, January 
25, 1845, and was educated at Clermount Academy and 
Farmer’s College, Ohio In 1876 he came to Oskaloosa 
and after a successful career, he jn 1890 became secre- 
tarv of the lowa Lite and Endowment association. and 
last year was made secretary of the lowa Masonic 
Benevolent Society. 


Ed. S. Howard 


Ed. S. Howard was born in 1859 in Oskaloosa. He 
received his education in the public schools and in £876 
he began working for his father in the grocery business 
asclerk. From 1SS8o to 1853, he sold groceries fora 
Chicago house. He went into partnership with his 
father under the firm name of H- Howard & Son. In 
1894 he formed a partnership with his brother. George. 
under the firm name of Howard Bros. In 1803. he was 
elected city treasurer and was re-elected in 1395. He 
was elected Worthy Master of Tri-Lumniar lodge, No. 
18, A. F. & A. M,, in December, 1895, and is secretary 
of the Masonic opera house committee. Mr. Howard 
is one of the most trusted and enegetic business men of 
the city. 

L. L. Hull 


L_L_ Hull was born in Virginia in !841. His father 
was the owner of considerable property on which was 
a large tannery. Young Hull got his education in the 
public schools and then went to Pittsburg? Pa - to learn 
the saddlery, saddlers’ hardware and leather business. 
He was very successtul, soon coming into a business of 
his own, and during the war was in the government 
service in his line He moved to Oskaloosa in 1864, 
and established a wholesale and retail house, and con- 
tinued it till 895, when he sold the business and is 
now manufacturers’ agent in the same line. He also 
deals in real estate and securities. His offices are in 
rooms 3, 4, and 7, Evans block. Mr. Hull and his 
wife have been extensive travelers and take keen inter- 
est in all public affairs. 


Milo Hunt 


Milo Hunt. principal of Jefferson school, was born 
near Iowa Falls, Hardin county, lowa, April 22, 1869. 
He is the son of Nathan and Elizabeth (Wildman) 


Hunt. He learned his letters from the Bible and never 
went to school till nearly tea years old, when he began 
at once in the fourth reader. After a few terms of very 
irregular attendance in the country schools, of winters 
only, at the age of seventeen he entered New Provi- 
dence Academy. After four terms there he went to 
Louisiana, where he taught school two years. In Sep- 
tember, 1880, he re-entered the Academy at New Provyi- 
dence, lowa, and finished with the class of ‘o1. That 
fall he entered Penn College and graduated jn June, 
rSg5. His chosen lite work was teaching He was 
elected at once to the principalship of Lincoln school, 
first ward. The board placed him in charge of Jefter 
son schools, second ward. 


Irving C. Johnson 


Irving C. Johnson was born in Oskaloosa in 1572. 
He graduated from the high school, from Penn college 
and Harvard university. He/studied law several years 
with his tather, the late Judge J. K. Johnson, and 
after his death studied in the office of Seevers & Seevers 
until admitted to the bar in 1895. He began practicing 
immediately and has had good success, especially in 
the different branches of mercantile law and the man- 
agement of estates. Mr. Johnson ts one of the trustees 
of Penn college and stands high in the community, 
He has been appointed to deliver a series of Jectures on 
commercial law to the Y. M.C. A. 


John A. Kalbach 


John A. Kalbach was born in Schuylkill county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1844, and moved with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Kalbach, to this city in r850. He 
was educated in the common schools and on reaching 
his majority entered into a partnership with his father 
in the lumber business. They were the pioneer deal- 
ersin pine. In 1590, the elder Kalbach resigned and a 
partnership was formed between John and his brother, 
George, which continues at the present, Mr. Kalbach 
has been closely identitied with Oskaloosa’s growth 
and prosperity, and is one of its most respected and 
prosperous citizens. 


Isaac Kalbach 


Isaac Kalbach was born in 1822 in Berks county, 
Pennsylvania, removing to Oskaloosa with his family 
in 1350. He was a cabinet maker by trade and worked 
in, various lines until 1864 when he started the lumber 
business. The next vear he took hisson, John, int 
a partnership, which was continued until 1890, when 


he sold his interest to George Kalbach and retired from 
active business. Mrs Kalbach died October 31, 1896, 
of cancer. Seven of the children are living—John A,, 
William H., George W.. Mrs. Shinnick, Mrs WH 
Hawkins, Mrs. Walter Davis. 


Charles A, Kent 


Charles A. Kent, principal of Webster school, was 
born in Mahaska county, lowa, February 24, 1867,, He 
is the son of George A. Kent (deceased 1854) and Louisa 
(Hook) Kent. Till the we of r7 and during winters 
only he attended the country schools of this county. 
He taughtechool befure he was rq vears old and re- 
ceived his first certificate from Principal P. L. Kindle. 
He spent the sears from 1588 lo thos (two years eX. 
cepted, r8g2 and s5945) in Penn college. graduating 1 
June 1895, He holds a state certificate He taught 
several teriis in the country School, Was principal of 
the school of Imperial, Chase county, Neb, 1492-9, 
conducted the Chase county, Neb., normal institute [fh 
r92. In March, 1595, he waselected to the principalship 
of Jefferson schools. Second ward, and last summer to 
the Webster schools, Third ward. 


P, L. Kindig 


P. L. Kindig. principal of Lincoln schools, Was born 
in Stark county, Ohio. October 29, 1543. His parents 
were T B. and Mary Kindig. He was educated in the 
jiurmal department of the lowa State University, and 
taught school in Maliaska county, and in Inwns In a 
few counties of this stale, prioy to 2876, when he was 
elected to the principalship of the first ward school In 
Oskaloosa, which positinn be filled for four Years, 
resigning that position ta serve as county superintend- 
ent of schools tor Mahaska county, serving In that 
position tor six consecutive years. Since leaving the 
county superintendency he bas been earnestly engaged 
in educational work, having been re-elected to a princi: 
palship, and is serving-his third year in the same ward 
in which he rendered his first services as principal 
He holds a state certificate. 


William R. Lacey 


The subject of this sketch is one of the prominent 
lawyers of this district, and the brother of Hon, John 
F. Lacey. He was.born in West Virginia, In 1346, and 
came to Oskaloosa in 1555. He read law and entered 
the State University at Ann Arbor. Mich., from which 
he graduated and returned to Oskaloosa to form the 
present partnership with his brother, under the fitm 


stvle of Lacey & Lacey, It is needless lo say that the 
firm have been successful. Mr. Lacey was a member 
of the city council one term. He is a member of all the 
Masonic lodges, being Past Master, Past High Priest. 
und Past Eminent Commander, 


George W. Lafferty 


George W. Lafferty was born in Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1838. His higher education was re- 
ceived at Westminster college, Lawrence county, Pa. 
In r8dy he enlisted in the Mercer Rifles. He re-enlisted 
fo serve three years and was honorably discharged in 
1864. He was in the second battle of Bull Run, Chan- 
cellorsville, Fredericksburg, Wilderness and many 
other of the engagements of the Army of the Potomac. 
In 1865 he came to Oskaloosa and began studying law 
with John R, Needham and after admission formed a 
partnership with Mr. Needham, which continued till 
the death of the latter. He then formed a partnership 
with the late Judge J. Kelly Johnson, which continued 
tll the Jatter's appointment to the bench in 1883. He 
then formed a partnership with W. H, Needham, son 
of his former partner, who died in a short time. In 
1866 Mr. Lafferty was deputy United States collector ot 
Internal revenue. From 18375 to 1879 he was attorney 
tor the Sixth judicial district ot lowa, in which capacity 
he displayed remarkable ability. 


Francis Hanmer Loring 


Francis Hanmer Loring was born at Belpre, Ohio, 
July g. 1830, and received his education in the common 
schools of Ohio. At the close of the war he came to 
Oskaloosa, Where he engaged in the dry goods busi- 
ness and followed merchandising until 1882, when he 
became Secretary of the lowa Mason's Benevolent 
Society, a life insurance organization. He was elected 
President of the same society in 1895. He has tor years 
been publicly identified, chiefly with the Masonic fra- 
ternitv, and has held the position of Grand Treasurer 
of the Grand Lodge of lowa; Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter ot Roval Arch Masons; Deputy Grand 
Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knight 
Templars of lowa. He has been a memberof the city 
council of Oskaloosa, and is one of the most prominent 
and favorably Known of our citizens. 


C. J. Lukens, M, D. 


Chanley J. Lukens, M. D., was born in Ohio in 
1850. In bayhood days he worked on the tarm. At 
the age of 18 he began to study medicine with Perry 


Engel, ot Newton, going to the state university of 
Michigan, and graduating in a year. ,He located at 
Peoria, lowa, as a practicigg physician. He took a post 
graduate course at the Missouri Medical college, St. 
Louis. In 1883 he moved to Searsboro where he 
practiced two vears and then “located in New Sharon, 
where he gained «1 good practice. In 1889 he moved 
his family to Oskaloosa and went to New York, where 
he took a course in the post graduate school of surgery 
and three courses in the eve and ear infirmary, and 
during the three vears was a private pupil of Dr. 
Mittendorf. He has now an enviable reputation as an 
eve and ear expert and has a practice extending over 
the state. He hasa fine bullding which he uses asa 
residence and hospital. 


Wm. Mattison 


The chairman of the county board of supervisors is 
Wm. Mattison, one of Oskaloosa's prominent business 
men. He was born in Westmorland county, England, 
April 1g, 1835, Where he resided until 1844, when he 
came to America aud settled in Stark county, Ohio, 
and in 1854 moved from there to Cedar county, lowa, 
where he farmed until the war broke out. In 1865 he 
came to Oskaloosa and’ engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness, but in 1874 he was compelled to quit on account 
of poor health. Later he traveled in {the grocery line 
and re-entered the grocery business in 1878 which he 
followed until 1883, when he sold out and was later in 
the grain and lumber business at New Salem, lowa. 
in November, 1586, he established his present harness 
business Which has since grown to large proportions. 
Mr. Mattison was elected to the city council in 1874 
and served six years during which time he was also 
township trustee for over five years, He has beena 
member of the board of supervisors for three vears. 

Jonas B. McCurdy 

Jonas B. McCurdy was born in 1843, in Franklin 
county, Ohio. At the close of the war he came to 
Oskaloosa, In 1870, he, with W. H. Barrickman, 
under the name of J. B. McCurdy & Co., began the 
furniture and undertaking business which continues 
till the present. They began business in a little frame 
building with 5x19 glass for windows. The salesroom 
now has floor room Sox120 feet and ware rooms 80x100 
feet. Mr. McCurdy has twice been president of the 
State Undertakers’ Association, and several times has 
been state delegate to the National Association ot 
Undertakers. He was the leader in the organization of 


a state retail furniture dealers’ association. He has 
been a member of the city council, and was township 
trustee ten years. He is a trustee of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and has aided greatly in the building 
of the new edifice. He is a Knight Templar, 


Charles C. McIntyre 


Our subject was born at Meadeville, Pa., in 1852. 
He moved to lowa with his parents and was educated 
in the schools of Wilton, la., at Wilton academy, and 
the lowa State Agricultural college He began the drv 
goods business at Wilton in 1876 as the partner of Mr. 
Frank Bacon, He left there in 1888 and went to Rock 
Island, Ill., where he was engaged in the same husi- 
nees twelve vears with his brother under the firm style 
of McInytre Bros , now the McIntyre. Reck Dry Goods 
Co, Mr. Mcintyre came to Oskaloosa in 1893 and 
formed the partnership which is now known as Meln- 
tyre Bros & Wilson. Heisa gentleman of sterling 
qualities and a member ot the Presbyterian church, 


Flora C. Moss, M, D. 


Flora C. Moss.D. M. is a native of Ill, When a small 
girl her family moved to Coldwater, Mich.. where she 
attended the public schools, graduating with honor 
from the high school department. She thes taught five 
years in the public schools, and was for a time a 
matron of the state school for orphans in that city. 
She came to lowa on a visit. and while in this state, 
decided to study medicine. She entered the homeo- 
pathic department of the lowa Citv medical school from 
which she graduated with honor in 1895. She came 
directly to Oskaloosa and opened an office, and has 
had a lucfative practice from the beginning, and is 
growing in popularity. 

A. H, Murphy 


This enterprising business man ot Carbonado was 
born at East Aurora, N. Y., July 25, 1861. He received 
his education at his native town and at Buffalo, N. Y. 
He came to Oskaloosa in 1884 and January 1, 1884 he 
accepted the position of weighman for the Excelsior 
Coal company, and was afterward bookkeeper for the 
company, being in their employ for eight vears. In 
1892 he purchased one-half interest in the butcher busi- 
ness of C. C. Sheppard & Co., and assumed control of 
the business,of which he has been in charge ever since. 


Frank T. Nash 


Frank T. Nash was born in 1869, in Adams township. 
Mahaska county. After attending country school he 


entered Penn College. graduating in 1593. Before 
leaving college he established a collection agencv, 
which assisted him greatly in paying his way through 
college. During vacations he studied with Judge L. 
C. Blanchard. He then entered the law department 
of the university of Michigan and graduated in 1805. 
He opened a law office early in 1806 and has already a 
profitable law business. He has a most excellent repu- 
tation and is starting off in a promising career. 


F.= oO seRA 


F. P.O HARA & CO. 


FM, EPPERSON 


THE “FAMOUS.” 


———_ GROCERIES, 
CROCKERY.. 


207-209 EAST HIGH AVENUE. 


Mr. F. P. O'Hara, who conducts this business, was 
born at Fon du Lac, Wis., March 26, 1860, and was 
educated in the public schools. He came to Oska- 
joosa in 187r and in July, 1883, purchased the Wm. 
Mattison stock and continued the business on West 
High avenue until March 26, 1884. when they moved 
into present location, 207-209 East High avenue. F. 
M. Epperson, of this firm, is engaged in the banking 
and mercantile business at Eddyville. la. Mr. O'Hara 
give the business his undivided attention, is a tireless 
Worker and a walk through The *‘ Famous”’ will con- 
vince you that their stock is the most complete and 
best arranged in the city. 


Charles C. Orvis 


Charles C. Orvis was born in 7869 in McHenry 
county, Illinois. He received his education in the 
common schools of that county, in the high school of 
Seymour, Indiana, and at Valparaiso, where, after tak- 
ing the scientific course, he graduated from the law 
department in 1893. In 1894 he came tou Oskaloosa and 
went to work in the office of Byron W. Preston. Later 
he was admitted to practice in lowa courts by examina- 
tion before the supreme court, Which he passed with 
honor, Mr, Orvis is establishing a good practice and 
is one of the rising young lawyers of the city. 


F. J. Page 
Our subject was born in Boone county, Ill, Septem- 
ber 22, 1857. In the fall of 1885 he came to Oskaloosa 


from Elgin, Ill., where he received his education at 
Elgin Academy. For several years he was employed 


by the Elgin National Watch factory, where he occu- 
pied a very enviable position, but which he was finally 
compelled to give up on acéOnnt of sickness, the con- 
finement otf factory life being greater than he could 
stand. After regaining his health he concluded to com- 
mence business for himself, and coming to Oskaloosa 
in the fall of 1885, he commenced business at the 
present stand under very unfavorable conditions, dur- 
ing the first year having to compete with gypsy travel- 
ing jewelers and auctioneers, but such experience only 
the better fitted him for the successful business career 
which was to follow. For over ten vears Mr. Page has 
enjoyed the confidence and liberal patronage from the 
people of Oskaloosa and vicinity. During the summer 
of 1889 he sold and erected in the tower of the Mahaska 
county court house a large Howard town clock, costing 
nearly $1,500, which has never failed to give the time 
and strike the hour correctly In addition to the 
jewelry business, he appeared as an amateur photog- 
rapher in 1893, and like everything else that he has 
undertaken, has become very proficient. He probably 
has the largest and best collection of residence photo- 
graphs and scenic views in Mahaska county, quite a 
large number of the pictures that appear in this book 
being reproductions from his collection. 


H. G. Parry, M. D. 


Born at West Alexander. Penn., July 23, 1564, our 
subject has attained his education and position in life by 
dint of hard work and his own efforts. He attended 
the medical college of Ohio and taught school at Beacon 
after graduating in 1883, He taught two years at Ex- 
celsior and clerked in the company store one year. He 
began the practice of medicine at Excelsior in 1889 
and moved from there with the town to Carbonado the 
following year, where he has been actively engaged in 
practice since. He now resides in the residence which 
he recently purchased at 302 East First avenue in 
Oskaloosa and has his office adjoining his home which 
is across the street from the opera house, Dr. Parry is 
health officer for Spring Creek township and has a 
large and fast increasing practice, 


Byron W. Preston 


Byron W. Preston was born in Jasper county, lowa, 
in 1858. At12 years of age the tamily moved to Mar- 
seilles, IIIl., and a year later to Grinnell, Here he 
attended the Grinnell academy, and after graduating, 
attended Iowa college two vears. After this he went 
to Poughkeepsie, N. Y,, and graduated from Eastman’s 


business college. In 1883, after a short mercantile ex 
perience, he began the study of law under Judge L. C, 
Blanchard, The next vear he was admitted to the bar 
and formed a partnership with Mr, Blanchard. In rSq0 
and 1892 Mr. Preston was elected county attorney by 
decisive najorities. In 1804 he was strongly supported 
for {he nomination of district judge of the Sixth dis- 
trict. He is considered one of the strongest attomevs 
in this part of the state and has been successful in 
many hard cases, 


Thomas J, Price 

Thomas J. Price was bom in Gly n Neath, South 
Wales, in 1855, [11868 he came to Beacon, la. The 
education he received in Aberdovy, Wales. was sup- 
plemented by a course al Oskaloosa college. He was 
for several years in the building of mailroad bridges. 
His health broke down and he retired to a farm near 
Beacon, where he raised fine stock and poultry. fv 
1893 he was elected sheriff of Mahaska county and was 
re-elected in 895. Mr. Price has been an industrious 
peacemaker and has been elected hy good majorities, 


George H, Ramsey 


Among the self-made men who have been promi- 
nently identified with the department of the mining 
interests of Mahaska county is our subject, Mr George 
H, Ramsey, the mine superintendent at the Carbonado 
mines. He was born at Durham, Eng,, December 29, 
1844, and received his education in his native land, 
mostly by attending school at night. He began work 
in the mines when he was twelve years old and has 
followed the business ever since, In 857 he came to 
Oskaloosa. Mr. Ramsey is a man of great executive 
ability and his integrity and sterling character have 
won him the confidence and respect of all. His hand- 
some home Is illustrated elsewhere 


Charles H. Ralston 


This well known and popular proprietor of the pust- 
office news depot was born In Wapello county, Nov, 4 
1863, He came to Oskaloosa in 1873 and was educated 
in the public schools, He worked for Whitaker & 
Schreiber, in the news business and (n 1845 purchased 
the news department of their business, which he has 
since built up to extensive proportions. His business 
is located at 122 First Avenue, West, and is looked 
upon as one of the positive necessities of the city. Mr 
Ralston isa member of the Masonic traternity and a 
charter member of the local Jodge of the B. P. OLE 


L, R. Rosebrook 


L. R. Resebrook was born in New Hampshire in 
1348, He received bis education in the commun schools 
o! Illinois, In 280 he engaged in carriage making 
until 1857 When he begun the construction of grain 
elevators in Ilinols, ang Later in 1380 In Lowa. In 1382 
he started in the coal business at Swan, Marion 
county, He sold his plant 1 the Whitebreast Fuel 
Co. in 1885 and accepted a position with that company 
as sales agent, Which pusition be beld until he accepted 
his present position as yweneral inanager of the Oska: 
loosa Coal and Mining Co., with mines at Beacon, He 
[ras been a most successful manager and stands high In 
coal mining citeles, 

Orion C, Scott 


Orion C Scott. superintendent of the city schwots, 
was born in Belmont. Ohio, July ta. 2851 His 
parents are Rev G. M. and Hadassah J. Scott. and 
reside in Otlumwa. He attended the schools ot Card- 
ington, Ohio, 18565, Pipton. lowa, 1564-69, and Mar- 
snalltlown, Jowa, high school, 869-70. He graduated 
In 1898 from the State University of lowa with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Philosophy. He has since been 
honored for professtonal ability with the degree of 
Bachelor of Didactics, and for literary work with the 
Master of Arts degree. He is one of the few who hold 
a State Life Diploaa to teach In lowa. He taught in 
the Oskaloosa high school as assistant In 175-76, and 
Was elected principal of the bigh school in 1876, but de- 
clined. to return to complete his college course. He 
was principal of the Tipton school in 1875-82. In Feb- 
ruary, 1882, he accepted the principalship of the high 
school, and in August, 1886, was elected to the city 
superintendency, 

Hon, Byron V, Seevers 

Byron V. Seevers. mayor of Oskaloosa, was born 
March 45, 1847, in Coshocton county, Ohio, and came 
to this county in 4853. He attended public schoo! in 
Oskaloosa and graduated from Franklin college, Ohio, 
with honors. He studied law with Lafferty & Johnson 
and was admitted to the bar In 1875. Alter practicing 
five years he was elected mayor of the city for the first 
time and gave up for the tinge his practice of law. In 
iSy7 and in 18yo he was honored with the nomination 
for stute representative by the democratic party, but 
though running ahead of his ticket was deteate In 
1393 he Was elected to the city council and in the same 
Vear elected mavor by the council to fill vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Mavor McFall, who had been 
Appointed postmaster, [nh 1805 Mr. Seevers was nomi- 


nated and re-elected mayor by 384 majority. He was 
a candidate for the state senate in 1891, but was not 


successful at the polls, For the past five or six vears 
he has been connected with the Whitebreast Fuel Co, 
He isa member of the K. P. and B. P. O, E. societies. 


Robert Seevers 


Robert Seevers was born in Belmont county, Ohio, 
In 1807 He went to Virginia when quite young and 
began the painting of portraits, for which he had a re- 


markable talent. He traveled from town to town 
opening studios where he went; he made and saved 
considerable money in this way. He started a nursery 
in Ohio, in which he was successful. On the barren 
clay hill of his neighborhood they were raising almost 
nothing. Mr. Séevers induced them all to go to raising 
peaches and the industry made many of them wealthy. 
In 1844 Mr. Seevers came through to Oskaloosa. The 
Indians were thick then, but he made the journey 
alone. [n 1853 he returned to Oskaloosa and pur- 
chasing Jand moved his family here. He was occupied 
in farming and fruit growing. probably doing more to 
stimulate truit growing than any other resident of the 
city or county. Mr. Seevers has been identified promi: 
nently with many advance movements among the 
tarmers. He is most highly respected and has less 
enemies than almost any man in this part ot the coun- 
try. Mr Seevers and his wife live on the old home- 
stead, a beautiful place, southwest of the city. His 
first wile, Ellen Bryan, wasa cousin of Judge Bryan, 
tarner ot William Jennings Bryan, the late democratic 
cundidate for president. They had three sons—George 
W.. a prominent attomey; Byron V., mayor of the city, 
and William A., amerchant, coal operator and capitalist. 


George L. Seibert 
The subject of this sketch is engaged in the grocery 
business with his brother. He was born in Oskaloosa 
in (865 and was educated at Beacon. He has been in 
the grocery trade for the past four years and is a 
hustling and popular business man Everyone Isnows 
George and to know him is to respect him. 


J. P. Seibert 


One of the jovial ‘'citv fathers’’ is the subject of this 
sketch. Alderman JP. Seibert, or as he is more gen- 
erally known ‘Jake ' He was born in Germany in 
1863 and received his education at Beacon, near Oska- 
loosa, He has been a resident of this county twenty- 
eight years, and in the grocerv business in Oskaloosa 
for the past six years. He was elected alderman in the 
spring ot 1804 and is an enthusiastic and hard: working 
democrat, Jake is one of those happy and good 
natured fellows who everyone knows and likes. 


H. A Sessions 


H, A. Sessions was born in 1866 in Berkshire. county, 
Massachusetts, When asmall boy the family moved 
to Akron, O . and from there to Schoolcrait, Mich.. and 
later to Buchanan, same state; in which places his 
father was superintendent of schools. He worked sev- 
eral years in printing offices at Traverse City, Mich, 
studying at home under his tather’s instructions. At 
17 he bewan teaching, at the same time keeping up his 
studies, and soon after graduated With highest honors 
from the high school of that city and successfully 
passed a teacher’s examination giving him a state cer- 
lificate. Atter another year’s teaching and a study of 
mines and mining. he entered the employ of the Engi- 
neering Mining Journal of New York, as special corres- 
pondent, and later became editor of the Michigan 
Copper Journal. After a wide experience in newspa- 


per work, including special work for the Herald of 
Chicago, he came to Oskaloosa in June, 1895. and was 
special writer, then city editor of the Daily News, 
which built up from nothing a circulation of t.600 in 
less than a year, and which was succeeded by the 
Daily Times. 
Frank M. Sheppard 

Born at Port Byron. Ill., March 13, 1857, our subject 
was educated in the public schools of his native city. 
He began his business career in the milling business, 
at Pleasant Valley, lowa, in 1878. where he remained 
two years. He then become bookkeeper and manager 
for W. C Sheppard & Co., at the Excelsior coal mines 
until 2889. when in company with C. Leighton, he 
bought out the business, and in tS90 moved to the 

resent quarters at Carbonado A description of this 

usiness Will De found in the mention of the Carbonado 
Coal Company, appearing elsewhere herein- Mr, 
Sheppard has associated with him in business his two 
brothers, W, C. and C. C. Sheppard. 


William C, Sheppard 


William ©. Sheppard was born in Illinois in 1852. 
He received his education in the public schools of that 
state and became interested in coal mining and the 
mercantile business in 1869 in Mineral Creek and 
Happy Hollow, Illinois. He came to Oskaloosa ‘in 
1877 and with others became interested in the Carbo- 
nado mines and store. He now retains the latter 
interests and still has interests in Illinois Since com- 
ing to Oskaloosa in 1877 he has spent considerable of 
his time in [linois. In 18a5 he was mayor of Geneseo, 
Ill., where he made his home several vears. 


Howard H. Sheriff 


Among the active members of the local bar is our 
subject, Mr. Howard H. Sheriff, who was born in Mus- 
catine, lowa, in 1862 He began life as a coal miner at 
What Cheer in his bovhood days and has climbed ta 
his present position by his own efforts. In 1857 he 
came to Oskaloosa and read law in the office of Bolton 
& McCoy and in 1888 was admitted to the bar. Since 
beginning to practice, Mr. Sheriff has succeeded well 
and by hard work and ability has attained a remunera- 
tive and increasing practice. 


john Siebel 


John Siebel was born in Reg. Bez. Duesseldorf, Ger- 
many, 1822. He worked on his father’s farm, went to 
public school until 16 vears of age, after which he 
served an apprenticeship with a cabinet maker. After 
three vears in an architect's oftice in Cologne he pass 
examinations in Duesseldorf. giving him a master 
builders’ diploma. He then served two years In the 
Prussian army. In 1849 he came to America. He 
lived in Milwaulcee one year, and in St, Louis he spent 
three years in an architect's office. In 1851 he went to 
Bentonsport, lowa, where he was married to Augusta 
Pfeiffer, whom he had known in his boyhood home. 
Two daughters. Mrs. F C. Lofland and Mrs. E. C. 
Smith, live in Oskaloosa. He has been closely iden- 


tified with the material advancement of Oskaloosa, 
being interested in a large flour and feed mill, and also 
a large woolen mill He was president of the Farmers’ 
and Traders’ bank one term and has held various posi- 
tions of honor on the council and school board. 


B. J. Snyder 


One of the prominent and successful stockmen and 
SE RE SS of the county is B J. Snyder, who was born 
in Putnam county, Ohio, November 27, 1864. He was 
educated at Hixon Academy. In 1884 he came to 
Lacey, lowa, and in 1895 to Oskaloosa. He has fol- 
lowed the occupation of a farmer and stockman all his 
life, with the exception of a short experience in the gen- 
eral merchandise business. He began shipping live 
stock in 1888 and has been very successful. 


William Solomon 


Wm. Solomon,supervisor and special teacher of music 
in the Oskaloosa schools, is the son of John and Ann 
Solomon, and was born in South Wales, July 12, 1562, 
He received his professional training in the London 
(Eng.) Ton-ic Sol-Fa college, of which he is a graduate. 
He was in 1884-87 a private instructor in music in 
Wales; and from 1887-96 in this state gave private les- 
sons in music and did Eisteddfod and choir work, win- 
ning several prizes against competent leaders. He has 
been Jeader of the First M, E. church choir of Oska- 
loosa for three years and began his labors in the city 
schools in September. 


Capt. Chas. Stanley 


Born in 1828, in Westminster county, New York, his 
parents died when he was quite young and at ten with 
but the rudiments of an education he began driving 
mules on the canal. In 1845 he went to New York 
city and shipped on a whaler, which went to the 
Azores, weathered Cape Horn and reached the Sand- 
wich Islands in time to hear of the Mexican war. 
Kamtchatka, Chili, New Zealand and Cape of Good 
Hope were on their route home. He sailed seven 
years after this trip, transporting troops from Vera Cruz 
and New Orleans and Old Point Comfort, in the cotton 
trade between southern points and Liverpool, to the 
Baltic sea, and between New York and Havana, as 
well as numerous other voyages. One winter he 
taught school in Monticello, New York. He went 
west to Cleveland, and in ’52 begam work for the 
Ilinois Central. Mr. Stanley helped build the first 
bridge over the Mississippi. He rafted lumber down 
from Stillwater one vear and in 1856 came to Ma- 
haska county to build the Eddyville bridge, In 1857 
he married Annie Ballinger and went to farming in 
Adams township. In 1862 he enlisted in Co. K, 18th 
lowa Infantry and was soon made first sergeant. His 
regiment fought six hard battles in Missouri; he was 
mustered out with a captain’s commission, and came 
home and went to farming again. Mr. Stanley was 
elected to the Twelfth General Assembly in 1367 
and served with Uncle Tommy Ballinger as co-repre- 


sentative in the house and John R. Needham in the 
senate. He has been justice of the peace, trustee, 
school secretary and has held various other offices ot 
trust. Mr. Stanley taught school winters for a number 
of vears. In 1890 he retired and moved to Oskaloosa. 
In 1896 he was elected justice of the peace for Oska- 
loosa and takes his office January 1, 1597. 


A. L, Stoler 


Abraham Lincoln Stoler, the chief of police of Oska- 
loosa, was born at Mt. Joy, Lancaster county, Pa., 
November 23, 1861. He was educated in the schools 
of his native city, and came to Oskaloosa in 1586, 
where he engaged in the meat business previous to his 
appointment as chief of police. He is an excellent 
officer and is well liked by the public and his associates. 


Benjamin Wightman 


Benjamin Wightman was born in 1842, in Wales, 
New York. He received his higher education in East 
Aurora, N.Y. He isa skillful mechanical, mining and 
civil engineer, and has been prospered in his enter- 
prises. Jn 1866 he began coal mining in Henry county, 
Ill., and continued his operations there tll 1894. In 
1881 he came to Oskaloosa ta look afler interests in 
lowa. He has built himself a very fine residence and 
several fine business. blocks, and also has a large farm 
in the vicinity of the citv. Mr. Wightman has always 
avoided publi¢é honors even when thrust upon him; is 
a public spirited and a highly respected citizen. 


John C, Williams 


John ©, Williams, the present city solicitor, was 
born in DuPage county, Illinois, in 1851. He came to 
Oskaloosa in 1872 and graduated from Penn college in 
1877. After studying lawin the office of Bolton & 
McCoy, he was admitted to the bar in 1881, He has 
been a successtul attorney and has a high reputation. 
From 1877 to 1879 he was county superintendent of 
schools, He has been city solicifor two terms. He 
has been honored by the detocratic party twice by the 
nomination for county attorney and ran ahead of his 
ticket. He isa man of sterling worth and large ability. 


Mitchel Wilson 


Mitchel Wilson was born in Clinton county. ©,, in 
1833. He was educated in Springfield and ‘‘came 
west” to Oskaloosa in 1852 and went into the mercan- 
tile business. For several years he was cashier of the 
Oskaloosa branch of the State Bank of lowa and first 
cashier of the old National State bank. He wasa 
member of the city council and for twelve years was a 
member of the city board of education, five years of 
which he was president of that body. Three years ago 
he was elected county treasurer, and in 1895 was re- 
elected, running ahead of his ticket, He is a member 
of the Presbyterfan church. 


Walter G, Wilson 


The junior member of the large dry goods firm of 
Mcintyre Bros, & Wilson, is Mr. Walter G. Wilson, 
who is a son of County Treasurer Mitchel Wilson. 
He was born in Oskaloosa in 1868, and was educated 
in the public schools of the city and at Penn College. 
He learned the dry goods business in his father’s store, 
and in rS94 formed his present business connection. 
Mr. Wilson is one of the most highly respected young 
business men of the city. He is a member of the Pres- 
byterian church and has a class of twenty-five boys in 
the Sunday school. 


D. W, Woodrnff 


One of Sheriff Price’s able assistants is D. W. Waod- 
ruff, who was born at Zanesville, O., Nov. 22, 1864. 
He moved to Oskaloosa at the age of five with his 
parents and was educated here after which he followed 
the occupation of a carpenter. He entered the sheriff's 
office some years ago and later was in the U. S. mail 
service for three vears. He accepted an appointment 
under Sheritf Price and is a faithful officer. 


J. A. Wright 


J. A. Wright was born in Highland county, O., in 
1833. His higher education was received at the aca 
demy of North Liberty, O, In 1455 he came to lowa 
and commenced tarming, He taught the first school 
and was the first township clerk in Jackson township, 
Watren county. In 1862 he enlisted and was soon 
appointed first sergeant of Co F, 30th lowa He was 
elected second lieutenant in 1863, After the war he 
moved to Cedar towship, in this county, and went to 
farming. He held the offices of school director and 
justice of the peace. Was master of the first grange in 
Cedar township. In 1881 he came to Oskaloosa, since 
which time he has run the Quaker livery. 


Alfred Quincy Wooster 


Editor of the Farmer and Miner, was born in Fill- 
more county, Minn. June ry, 1863. His. parents 
pioneered to Mapleton, lowa, in 1865. In the Southern 
owa Normal School, where he completed the business 
course, he met Miss Lucy Cox, of Monroe county, also 
a school teacher, On December 9, 1883, they were 
married, and began the publication of the Home Advo 
cate, a weekly county newspaper, at Mapleton, lowa. 

After seven vears they removed to Sioux City, there 
publishing the Liberty Bell, a reform paper. In 18392 
he became associate editor and afterwards business 
manager of the Farmers’ Tribune at Des Moines. tno 
April, 1894, he associated with Fred W- Davis in the 
publication of the Farmer and Miner, of which he is 
now the editor and publisher, having purchased Mr. 
Davis' interest in August, 1896. Mr. and Mrs. Wooster, 
with their children, one daughter and one son, have a 
pleasant home at yog South A street. 


